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VERA CSAPODY was born i n Budapest on the ?9th of M a r c h 1890. She obtained her Genera l 
Cer t i f i ca t e of Educat ion i n the C a p i t a l ' s Communi ty P r i m a r y and Secondary School for g i r l s i n 
1908. In the same year she enro l led a course i n mathemat ics and physics at the Pázmány Péter 
U n i v e r s i t y in Budapest. She finished her studies i n 191?. By the s p r i n g of 191?, she had a l ready 
worked as an unpaid assistant in the Ins t i tu te of Phys ics on her doctorate d i s se r t a t ion about e l e c t r o ­
phores is . 

" A s my father died that s u m m e r and our f a m i l y of many c h i l d r e n remained without any income, 
I decided to r e s i g n f r o m my sc ient i f ic c a r e e r . Even d u r i n g my p rac t i s i ng year I held a job in the 
Secondary School for g i r l s in the Andrássy Avenue Budapest. Wi th the help of my f o r m e r teacher 
of physics , IMRE KÉPESSY, and my u n i v e r s i t y professor , JENŐ KLT'PÁTHY I managed to get a 
job i n the Secondary School for g i r l s , where I was fortunate to be entrusted w i t h holding the than 
newly established exerc ises of p h y s i c s . " 

The i n k could not even d r y on her fresh degree when she had to l ea rn a new p ro fes s ion . The 
f i r s t W o r l d War began, and for four years she served as a voluntary nurse , for which she la ter 
rece ived the "Red Cross s i l v e r medal" of the " P a t r i a e ac Humani ta t i 1864-1914 K . K . " foundation. 

Concerning her " c i v i l " a c t i v i t y , her f o r m e r Secondary School, (the C a p i t a l ' s Communi ty 
P r i m a r y and High School for g i r l s ) employed her as a t e m p o r a r y l e c tu r e r for 12 hours a week. In 
addi t ion, she also taught biology for two semesters i n the Inst i tute of M a r y W a r d ' s nuns. F r o m 
September 1916 she began to w o r k as an assistant teacher i n the Catholic Secondary School "Sophi -
anum" of the Sacre ' Coeur for g i r l s ; she was given a f u l l - t i m e teaching appointment only i n August 
1917. In apprecia t ion of her successful exper imenta l teaching of physics , the government appointed 
her as a d i r e c t o r i n January 1936, but she became ac tua l ly the head of Sophianum only in Ju ly 
1939. In 1949 the Sophianum was secu la r ized and a new d i r e c t o r was appointed to replace VERA 
CSAPODÉ, who at that t i m e was a l ready 58 years o l d . The d i smi s sa l au tomat ica l ly brought about 
the loss of her employee r i gh t s , inc lud ing the loss of her r i g h t for pension. Looking for a job 
now she turned to SÁNDOR JÁVORKA i n the Hungar ian Natura l H i s t o r y Museum. 

THE D E V E L O P M E N T OF THE R E L A T I O N S H I P B E T W E E N CSAPODY AND JÁVORKA 

Many of the students and teachers of Sophianum had a passion for fine a r t s . VERA CSAPODY, 
who taught mathemat ics and physics painted w a t e r - c o l o u r s of p lan ts . She s ta r ted co l l ec t ing f lowers 
and began to paint w a t e r - c o l o u r s of p l an t s . That pe r iod was represented on her f i r s t exh ib i t ion i n 
1921, held i n the Sophianum. 

SÁNDOR JÁVORKA, cu ra to r of the Hungarian Natura l H i s t o r y Museum was inv i ted to th i s 
e x h i b i t i o n . Ve ry much impressed by the beauty and l ike l iness of the w a t e r - c o l o u r s , JÁVORKA 



asked CSAPODY whether she would be w i l l i n g to draw plants for the Botanical Department o f the 
M u s e u m . At that t i m e JÁVORKA was w o r k i n g on the " F l o r a Hungar ica" and he was looking for an 
i l l u s t r a t o r . This book was published in 1925 by the Studium publ i sh ing associa t ion, decorated w i t h 
VERA CSAPODY's i l l u s t r a t i o n s . But t h e i r mos t impor tan t j o i n t w o r k , the " A magyar flóra képekben" 
Iconographia Florae Hungaricae [ A n i l l u s t r a t e d f lora of Hungary] was published in pa r t s , in several 
fascicles in the edi t ion of "Studium" and the Society of Na tu ra l Sciences (1929-1934). 

F r o m the works i n the co l l ec t ion of the Botanical Depar tment (of the Hungar ian Natura l H i s t o ­
r y Museum) the aquarel le about L i l i u m Mar tagon L . is one of her e a r l i e r paint ings about 1920. In 
1921 she met SÁNDOR JÁVORKA; in the same year another i l l u s t r a t i o n of a T i l i a p la typhyl los was 
pa in ted . 

In the "Iconographia" already we enjoy the ve ry economical ar rangement of numerous species 
wi thout any disadvantage to the content o f the i l l u s t r a t i o n . In some d i f f i cu l t cases JÁVORKA f i r s t 
made sketches, planning the ar rangement on the sheets. 

The i l l u s t r a t i o n i n perspect ive was always one of the las t ing technical p rob l ems of CSAPODY. 
She was not an exper imen ta l i l l u s t r a t o r . Her s tyle took shape very ear ly and assumed a r a the r 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f o r m . Th i s " p e c u l i a r i t y " cou ld be one of the reasons for her p r o d u c t i v i t y . D u r i n g 
her l i f e she made about 6000 drawings , 11.000 o r ig ina l aquarel les , and 1500 copies of d rawings or 
aquare l l e s . 

The quick developement of her i l l u s t r a t i o n a l style was evident ly s t r i c t l y connected w i t h her 
c lose co-opera t ion w i t h SÁNDOR JÁVORKA. 

I n addit ion to the fascicules of the " Iconographia" another book was p repa red : " K i s növényha­
tározó" C Short iden t i f i ca t ion manual of p l a n t s ] , where new requ i rements were laid down. Beside 
the accurate and complete i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f the plants (with the exception o f the arborea l species) 
the i l l u s t r a t i o n s had to show detai ls wh ich were mentioned as impor t an t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s in the i d e n ­
t i f i c a t i o n manuel . So the authors f i r s t had to agree on the p r o p o r t i o n of the emphasized de ta i l s , and 
i n the p lac ing of the drawings and d e t a i l s . 

Most of C S A P O D Y ' s aquarelles (namely 9864) are deposited in the Botanica l Department of 
the Hungar ian Natural H i s t o r y Museum. The black and white i l l u s t r a t i o n s of " Iconographia" can also 
be found here . Our " V e r a " always held i n high esteem her re la t ionsh ip w i t h the Botanical Depa r t ­
ment , a l l of her i m p o r t a n t works were presented to the M u s e u m . 

I L L U S T R A T I O N S FOR GENERATIONS 

" T h e main w o r k of my l i f e was the aquare l l ing of native and cu l t iva ted plants l i v i n g i n the 
Carpathian-basin , f rom l i v i n g examples . The t ime spent on my co l l ec t ing t r i p s , was taken away 
f rom my holiday, and the cost of these t r i p s were also covered by myself , the r e su l t of the c o l -
lec t iona l and i l l u s t r a t i o n a l w o r k made f r o m 1912 i s re f lec ted in 4800 aquarel le-sheets , r epresen t ing 
3150 p l a n t s . " - she w r o t e in her autobiography in 1950. In 1950 the Hungar ian Academy of Sciences 
asked V . CSAPODY to take par t i n the accompl i shment of the planned task aimed at " p i c t u r i n g of 
the c o u n t r y ' s f lora and fauna i n photos and aquare l l es" . Preceeding the f i r s t fascicules of the " I -
conographia" another w o r k was published i n 1926 by the co-au thors J A V O R K A and CSAPODY " A 
magyar flóra kis határozója" [Shor t i den t i f i ca t ion Manual of the Hungarian F l o r a ] . Many excurs ions 
of numerous student-generations became m o r e enjoyable w i t h the help of t h i s book, and many e n ­
thusias ts and scholars have been won for botany, who o r i g i n a l l y have come f r o m other walks of 
l i f e . The same i l l u s t r a t e d book was publ ished again i n 1937 i n an enlarged ed i t i on . The la test , r e ­
vised 15th edi t ion of the SIMON and CSAPODY " K i s növényhatározó" CShort iden t i f i ca t ion manual 
of p l an t s j is nowadays the teaching book of the secondary school student. 

CSAPODY also i l l u s t r a t e d the book of A . O. HORVÁTH on the common f lower r a r i t i e s of the 
Mecsek and the Transdanubian Cent ra l M t s . p u b l i s h e d in 1973 w i t h 24 d r a w i n g s . H i s other s m a l l monograph 
" A Mecsek hegység és déli síkjának növényzete" [The F l o r a of the Mecsek mountains and the p l a i n 
i n the south] was also i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h 3 co lou red and 12 black and white i l l u s t r a t i o n plates by 
V E R A CSAPODY. 

After the Second W o r l d War the need arose for a new plant iden t i f i ca t ion book for botanists , 
a g r i c u l t u r i s t s and u n i v e r s i t y students. SOÓ and JÁVORKA: " A magyar növényvilág kézikönyve t—TT." 
[ T h e Handbook of the Hungarian F l o r a I - I I 1 was published i n 1951, and i t was one of the f i r s t 



successful undertakings of the Publ i sh ing House of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. The i l l u s ­
t r a t ions of the 2nd volume, inc lud ing 121H m i n i a t u r e plant d r a w i n g were made by VKRA CSAPODY. 
The publ i sh ing company planned the edi t ion of other iden t i f i ca t ion ser ies t o o . The second volume 
was published in 1953. The i l l u s t r a t i o n s of c r y p t ogam ou s plants were far removed f rom her sphere 
of in te res t ; only once she pa r t i c ipa ted in such w o r k , when she i l l u s t r a t e d the book w r i t t e n by B O ­
ROS: "Magyarország mohái" [Moss F lo ra i f Hunga ry ] , where a l l species known at that t ime f rom the 
area were depic ted . The book w r i t t e n by JÁVORKA & CSAPODY ent i t led "Erdő mező virágai" [ F l o w ­
e r s of woods and meadows] spoke not only to the students, but to the great masses of people t o o . 
This popular book, i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h Csapody-aquarel les was f i r s t published in 1950, had many f u r ­
ther edi t ions in Hungary and even in Slovak language. 

WHERE THE D E T A I L S ARE I M P O R T A N T 

The f i r s t attempt of CSAPODY to depict morphologica l concepts was in 1926, when she made 
drawings about d i f ferent plant organs for the book of JÁVORKA: " A magyar flóra kis határozója" 
[Short iden t i f i ca t ion Manual o f the Hungarian F l o r a ] . Such i l l u s t r a t i o n s can also be found in the 
"Handbook of the Hungarian F l o r a " (1951 f i r s t vo lume) . The " A növényszervtan terminológiája" 
[ [Terminology of plant morpho logy] (1953) also belonged to the w o r k s of VERA CSAPODY. The f i r s t 
acquaintance w i t h the medica l plants or ig ina ted f rom 1941 through GIOVANNINI* s "Útmutató gyógy-
növénygyüjtők részére" [ A technical guide for c o l l e c t o r s of medic ina l herbs] (16 i l l u s t r a t i o n s ) . F o r 
many years she had p repared the text pa r t of the book " M a g y a r gyógynövények" [Hungar ian m e d i c i ­
nal herbs I—IT ] w r i t t e n by AUGUSTIN, JÁVORKA, G I O V A N N I N I & ROMVÁRI . The second volume 
(1948) w i t h the subt i t le "Co lou red Pla tes" , shows medic ina l plants w i th the r equ i red accuracy. The 
t h i r d jo in t w o r k (1958) of G I O V A N N I N I and CSAPODY was the i l l u s t r a t e d book "Gyógynövényeink" 
[Our med ic ina l herbs] w r i t t e n by two excel lent exper t s : G I O V A N N I N I & S Z A T M Á R Y . VERA CSAPO­
DY also took an act ive pa r t i n the en te rp r i se "Magyarország kulturflórája" [The cu l t iva ted plants 
of Hungary] . That was a r a the r modern under taking , to satisfy a l l demands, i n t roduc ing al l the 
cu l t iva ted species (in Hunga r i an ) . The latest j o i n t w o r k of JÁVORKA and CSAPODY was: "Garden 
f lowers" (1962), which was published by the A g r i c u l t u r a l Pub . Co . Nowadays i t i s a most wanted 
book. 

Her dendrologica l a c t i v i t y may be divided in to three , ra ther d i s t inc t pe r iods : 
The f i r s t per iod i s m a r k e d by d rawing for "Iconographia F l o r a e P a r t i s A u s t r o - O r i e n t a l i s Eu­

rópáé C e n t r a l i s " , the e labora t ion of the indigenous f lora w i t h the d rawing of the most common 
woody species that are native and almost belong to the f l o r a . Th i s per iod began i n the 1920s and 
lasted t i l l the beginning of the 1930s, or w i t h the var ious r ev i s ions and plant iden t i f ica t ion hand­
books, t i l l the 1950s. The second pe r iod began i n the 1950s, i n pa r tne r sh ip w i t h SÁNDOR JÁVOR­
KA, who turned towards p o p u l a r i z a t i o n . With the co lour fu l aquarel les and drawings this is the 
per iod of the expansive represen ta t ion and popula r iza t ion of botany. In the books produced in th i s 
pe r iod , representa t ion of the dendrof lora received a due place as a pa r t of the indigenous and the 
cu l t iva ted plant l i f e ( f l o r a ) . The t h i r d pe r iod began in 1971 and lasted t i l l her death, i s the s y s ­
temat ized , p i c tu red represen ta t ion of the woody f lo ra of the temperate zone of the w o r l d . 

In the Iconographia the tables are a r ranged according to a sys tem, showing about 289 i n d i g ­
enous and 77 cu l t iva ted or "escaped" species, ranging over about 25 fami l i e s and 60 genera .Af te r 
the aquarel les and the d imens iona l i l l u s t r a t i o n s of the plants , an unusual w o r k began: "Jávorka did 
not al low shadowing and the use of fantasy. I was only to d raw the exact outl ine of the he rba r ium 
plant which was considered to be spec i f i c . I a lmost had to steal sec re t ly in to my drawings the 
shadowing and the d imensional d e m o n s t r a t i o n " . That is how she r emembered her drawings were 
made at that t i m e . The d rawings of the plant iden t i f i ca t ion handbooks that were made pa ra l l e l w i t h 
or after the " Iconographia" , re f lec t the p r i n c i p a l s of the Iconographia I . The volumes of JÁVORKA 

& CSAPODY (1926), SOÓ & JÁVORKA (1951) and other la te r edited plant iden t i f i ca t ion handbooks 
were a l l made on the basis o f these d r a w i n g s . The popu la r i z ing pe r iod s tar ted when they had 
finished the r ev i s ions accord ing to the geographical l i m i t s of the Carpathian Bas in , and la ter the 
area d e l i m i t e d by the 1920 p o l i t i c a l b o r d e r s . Us ing the plant iden t i f i ca t ion handbooks, w i t h some 
prac t i ce i t became possible to ident i fy most of the indigenous species (even without us ing the keys ) . 
JÁVORKA's view was that even people who come f rom other walks of l i f e should easi ly acquire 
knowledge about the p lan t s . Th i s i s how the f i r s t ed i t ion of "Erdö-mezŐ virágai" [ F l o w e r s of 



woods and meadows] was prepared i n 1950. The re a re the t rees and shrubs of the Pannonian p la in 
and low h i l l s , the high and the snow-capped mounta ins . In the case of th i s w o r k there was no need 
for new f ie ld w o r k , i t meant " o n l y " the cons t ruc t ion of tables and r epa in t ing and r e d r a w i n g the p r e ­
v ious ly made drawings and the p i c t u r e s of the aqua re l l e - co l l ec t i on . " D u r i n g my l i f e my a i m was to 
pain t every plant that I had not painted before i n o rde r to create a c o l l e c t i o n " - so she s a i d . 

By this, t i m e she seldom went out to the f ie ld w i t h JÁVORKA - and mos t ly in to the forests 
around Budapest . 

"The dendro log ica l pe r iod" s t a r t ed r ea l l y after the death of JÁVORKA. Between 1962 and 1967 
she made 150 successive v i s i t s i n to d i f ferent pa rks i n Hungary, so that she could examine the same 
t r ees and shrubs ( i f possible) i n the d i f ferent seasons. Usual ly she painted plants which were named 
i n the a rbore tums and botanic gardens, but she always checked the names i n ident i f iea t ing keys . 
H e r everyday reference books w e r e : "Rheder" (Hardy t rees and shrubs) , and a newer ed i t ion , 
KRÜSSMANNr " D i e Nadelgehölze" and " D i e Laubgehölze", and the renewed edi t ions of these w o r k s , 
and the t w o - v o l u m e d dendrology by SCHNEIDER " I l l u s t r i e r t e s Handbuch der Laubholz künde" and 
other, ma in ly N o r t h - A m e r i c a n w o r k s about the f l o r a . Col lec t ing t r i p s w i t h D E B R E C Z Y w e r e made 
to prepare the book ent i t led "Télen i s zöld ker tek" (Gardens Green in W i n t e r ) , which was completed 
i n 1969-1970, as an afterthought of an evergreen e x h i b i t i o n . I t was published i n 1971 w i t h the de­
s c r i p t i o n of 860 evergreens on 85 tables , 327 t i n t - d r a w i n g s . The homogeneous s ty le r equ i r e s that 
every d r a w i n g should be made w i t h d imensional demons t r a t i on . So th is is how i n 1974, w i t h a to ta l 
change of s ty le , the dendrologica l w o r k was s ta r ted by the 84 years old VERA CSAPODY. 

Her o r i g i n a l idea was to ar range the drawings according to t h e i r c o l o u r and the mood they 
convey, but i n the end i t r emained to be a t axonomica l arrangement i n which f rom the re levant 
f ami l i e s only the most i n t e r e s t i ng and beautiful specimens were shown on the tab les . The completed 
120 coloured tables conta in the copies (made after the o r ig ina l aquarel les) of 520 ornamenta l 
shrubberies and t rees , w i t h the pa in t ing of 3-5 species on each t ab le . No desc r ip t ive tex t was 
attached to the tables that were submit ted to the Mezőgazdasági Kiadó, under the t i t l e : "Virágzó 
fák, virágzó cserjék" [ f l o w e r i n g T r e e s and S h r u b s ] , only a few words of explanat ion . However , a 
detai led d e s c r i p t i o n was made of the loca l i ty of the nea r ly 600 species g rown i n the a rbore tums of 
Hungary . Af ter the name of each species the abbreviated names of the pa rks in Hungary and i n 
Malonya where the species could be found, were g iven . V . CSAPODY and I . T O T H ' s w o r k was 
published w i t h the t i t l e : "Co lou r At las of F l o w e r i n g Trees and Shrubs" . 

" F o r the outstanding ac t i v i t y i n the f ie ld of ga rden ing-cu l tu re . . . " The Counci l of the Academy 
of H o r t i c u l t u r e and Wine -Growing presented her the "Ferenc Entz C o m m e m o r a t i v e M e d a l l i o n " (5th 
of September, 1966). In 1979 the U n i v e r s i t y of H o r t i c u l t u r e celebrated the 12 5th ann iversa ry of the 
foundation of i t s predecessor and the professional t r a i n i n g of gardening i t s e l f . On the occasion of 
the ann ive r sa ry , " i n apprecia t ion o f her ac t i v i t y i n the sphere of profess ional t r a i n i n g i n gardening 
and p r e se rva t i on indus t ry . . . " the U n i v e r s i t y awarded VERA CSAPODY, r e t i r e d r e sea rch scient is t , 
w i t h the " A n n i v e r s a r y " m e m o r i a l plaquet te . 

VERA CSAPODY received her u n i v e r s i t y doctora te degree i n Szeged i n 1932 for a d i s se r t a t ion 
ent i t led " M e d i t e r r a n e a n elements i n the Hungarian F l o r a " . 

She was the main i l l u s t r a t o r of numerous popula r , and some sc ient i f ic a r t i c l e s and more than 
20 books. The t e x t w r i t e r s of the botanical handbooks could always r e l y upon her accuracy ( c o n ­
cern ing the f ixed t e r m s as w e l l as the qual i ty of the w o r k ) . There a re 9864 aquarelles reg i s te red 
i n the Botan ica l Depar tment , but s t i l l some hundreds of her p ic tu res are in the p r o p e r t y of her 
fami ly (main ly i l l u s t r a t i o n s of o r c h i d s ) . Thus i t happened that some of her i l l u s t r a t i o n s (expiations) 
were used severa l t i m e s , wh i l e some of her aquare l les remained unpubl ished. Even these unknown 
aquarelles were shown i n some encyclopedaedias, on some exhibi t ions held i n Hungary and abroad, 
the larges t o f which was held i n Budapest (Hungarian Botanical E x h i b i t i o n ) . Her f i r s t fore ign debute 
was in Mi l ano (1928) and since that t i m e she had exhibi ted to in te rna t iona l audiences on several 
occasions. Ed inburgh (1964), P i t t s b u r g h (1967), Seattle (1969), Johannesburg (1974), F r a n k f u r t am 
Main (1975). On these exhib i t ions the best w o r k s of the i l l u s t r a t i o n mas te r s were represen ted . She 
is considered to be one of the greates t i l l u s t r a t o r s of 20th century botanical a r t and i l l u s t r a t i o n . 

Her co-au thors appreciated her excellent ta lent , among others , by naming taxa after her: 
1 . Aconi tum f i r m u m R c h b . f. Csapodyae Jáv. (1930) 
2 . Dianthus sp icu l fo l ius Schur , v a r . Csapodyae Jáv. 
3. Veron ica be l l id io ides L . ssp . Csapodyi Pénzes (1948) 
4 . Centaurea x Csapodyana Kárp. (C. Sadler iana x salonitana v a r . t aur ica) (1949) 
5. Crataegus monogyna Jacq . ssp . i n t e r m e d i a Schur, v a r . Csapodyae Pénzes (1954) 



6 . Crocus Heuff ler iana H e r b . v a r . Csapodyae Horvát et Jáv. ex . Jáv. - Soó (1951) nom 
n u d . ; d e s c r . Jáv. ex P r i s z t e r (1964) 

7. Pyrus x pannonica Terpó n m . Csapodyana Terpő (1960) 
8. Potent i l la argentea L . ssp . macro toma ( B o r b . ) Jáv. f. Csapodyae Borh id i et Izsépy (1965) 
9 . Colchicum hungar icum Janka f. Csapodyae P r i s z t e r (1967) 

10 . Quercus c e r r i s L . v a r . aus t r iaca ( W i l l d . ) Loud . f. Verae-Csapody Mátyás (1970) 
Beyond the acknowledgement and respect of the p rofess iona l s , VERA CSAPODY enjoyed the r e c o g n i ­
t i on of the state and society too: Red Cross S i lve r Medal 1915, F o r soc ia l i s t cu l tu re 1963, W o r k 
O r d e r (Si lver Grade) 1965, 1970, Hungar ian State P r i z e 1980. 

On 12th of September, 1973, the Eötvös Lóránd U n i v e r s i t y of Sciences presented V E R A CSA­
PODY the "Diamond Degree" for her 60 years of profess iona l c a r e e r . In December 1983, she r e ­
ceived the "Ruby Degree" presented to those lucky few who graduated 70 years p r e v i o u s l y . 

In the sp r ing of 1984 when she celebrated her 94th b i r thday, she planted some c e d a r - t r e e s 
on the Gellért-hill , where she had so many pleasant w a l k s . The p lant ing was a symbol of what she 
p roved w i t h her whole l i f e : "on ly the unself ish man can l i v e for the fu ture" . . . 
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