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This account is part of a series discussing particular collections of the Jeney Herbarium ac-
quired by the Hungarian Natural History Museum in 2006. The 72 specimens of Gymno-
sperms represent 43 species, collected by Endre Jeney between 1954 and 2001 mostly in
present-day Hungary (60 specimens) and other countries (7 from within and 7 from out-
side historical Hungary). The range of Gymnosperm taxa in his herbarium is a reflection
of the limited number of (mainly coniferous) species occurring naturally in Hungary to-
day, as opposed to the number of introduced ones. Besides the coniferous specimens rou-
tinely collected by Jeney, there are samples from several notable conifers, planted within
the past two centuries, which are precious members of the cultivated flora of the region
and their specimens are a valuable addition to our holdings of Gymnosperms.
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INTRODUCTION

Documentation of Gymnosperms in general has not been in the focus
of botanical collectors in Hungary, at least not until the later decades of the
mid-20th century. When the number of all higher plants is considered,
Gymnosperms – basically, the coniferous flora – play only a limited role in
our native vegetation. The botanical documentation of the past 2–3 centu-
ries focused mainly on plants other than conifers. In historical Hungary the
native Gymnosperms account for 16 taxa (JÁVORKA 1925); although some
of these have extended pure or mixed stands, and played a major role in for-
estry (FEKETE and BLATTNY 1913), they were rarely the subject of botani-
cal scrutiny.
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Background – documentation of gymnosperms
by Hungarian collectors

The flora of present-day Hungary contains only 4 Gymnosperms: Juni-
perus communis (var. communis), Ephedra distachya, Pinus sylvestris, and
Taxus baccata (SIMON 2000); 3 additional species (Abies alba, Larix deci-
dua, Picea abies) are thought to occur naturally in the western border region
(with Austria, in the former Várvidék, today Burgenland) but the nativity
of these species is not usually accepted. Except for Ephedra distachya, none
of the species mentioned is rare, local and/or endangered within the country
and since these have been well known and broadly represented in other ar-
eas within (or even outside) Europe, their herbarium specimens have not
been considered of very special value.

The situation is slightly different with the planted Gymnosperms – for
the most part the planted (introduced) conifers. These bring the atmos-
phere of distant lands to the gardens and bear special traits, a unique
appearance, or even the feeling of grandeur; also there are often famous col-
lectors, little known nations or exciting stories associated with them, mak-
ing a broad range of people interested in cultivating them. Historically (and
also today), conifers have been favourite plants for many landowners, who
often paid large sums to introduce a rare species from a distant place. Speci-
mens of unusual trees (both conifers and non-conifers) often appear in
most herbaria, with numerous examples in Hungary and elsewhere, and
this is true for Endre Jeney also. Hungary is quite rich in introduced coni-
fers. In the field of dendrology, a relatively recent account of the “champion
trees” and other trees of special merit lists about 2,000 in present-day Hun-
gary (BARTHA 1994), or about 4,000 specimens in a later website version
(MFF 2009). The latter edition contains 77 taxa of conifers and other Gym-
nosperms (with over 860 individual trees, groups or alleys) recorded in the
country. Some of these trees have been documented in our herbaria (partly
by Jeney) but the exact number of deposited specimens is unknown at present.

In Hungary, herbarium (or written) documentation of conifer intro-
ductions is rather scarce, probably because these plants were usually treated
as ornamentals and the broadly understood “useful plants” were not pri-
marily the subject of specimen collecting and herbarium development. For
example, the herbarium of Pál Kitaibel (1757–1817) contains 27 speci-
mens of Gymnosperms (of which 7 were collected in cultivation), a minor
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portion of the 14,702 specimens of vascular plants of the Herbarium Kitai-
belianum (BARINA 2007, Barina pers. comm.). Conifers have been collected
sporadically also by later collectors but it is hard to know the full extent of
what was documented in “conifer science”. This in part has to do with the
turbulent history of Hungary, which included a major loss of the country’s
territories (after World War I). Historical events also often culminated
here in the loss of personal property, or expulsion of the owners – in many
cases the greatest patrons of art and science – and loss of trees and written
records of information. The last major loss of documentation was suffered
during and after World War II – causing a great setback for Hungarian
dendrology. Then, the exodus on a historical scale of members of the upper
class, and the expulsion of those members of the nobility who otherwise did
not intend to flee, ended up in the subsequent organised misuse and even-
tual destruction of the castles, mansions and country houses that were left
behind. The catastrophic loss of other values included libraries, manu-
scripts, art and science collections, but also gardens and trees that sur-
rounded these formerly well-kept residences. Under such circumstances it
is not surprising that many remarkable woody plants that survived those
years remained without labels and other forms of information. Hundreds
of trees having this fate in Hungary had to be subsequently identified for
species but in most cases there is no chance that their origins will be traced.
One important publication provided an initial assessment of the notable
trees in Hungary following the disastrous years of the mid-20th century
(PAPP 1970).

In the context of the Gymnosperms of the Jeney collection we refer
only to some of the early collectors whose conifer specimens are today part
of the collection of ca 23,000 Gymnosperms (including a separate segment
of cultivars) at our herbarium (BP). The list of collectors (or herbarium
owners) includes József Sadler (1791–1849), Lajos Haynald (1816–1891),
Lajos Simonkai (1851–1910), Sándor Mágocsy-Dietz (1855–1945), János
Wagner (1870–1955), as well as Sándor Jávorka (1883–1961), Vera Csapody
(1890–1985), Antal Pénzes (1895–1984), and József Papp (1900–1985). A
new wave of conifer collecting came as part of the Dendrological Documen-
tation Project, initiated and led by Zsolt Debreczy (IDRI 2009). Woody plant
(including conifer) specimen collecting by him and his co-workers (includ-
ing the author of the present report) within and outside Hungary has con-
tributed to the rapid development of the collection of Gymnosperms at BP.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

As throughout the collection, the label information of the Gymnosperm specimens
of the Jeney herbarium is handwritten, either in Latin or Hungarian, or both, sometimes
with supplementary notes only in Hungarian, e.g. referring to a more specific location or
the height of the plant. The labels have a heading “Herbarium A. Jeney”.

The entries in the following enumeration are grouped according to the alphabetic
order of families, then species. The full scientific names are followed by a note in brackets
(tree native or cultivated); and there is an additional note in parentheses, taken from the
label (note from Jeney). For the sake of conciseness, the enumeration follows a “simplified
transcript” method by listing the location data and the collecting date in standardised
form. Where relevant, historical (Hungarian) names in brackets are also provided. Finally,
the 6-digit herbarium inventory number is given (BP …) for each specimen. Before filing in
the collection, some of the Jeney specimens of Gymnosperms were annotated to follow the
current use of scientific names (DEBRECZY and RÁCZ 2009) and the listing follows this re-
vised nomenclature.

RESULTS

With 72 Gymnosperm specimens out of the total of 18,000 in the her-
barium of Endre Jeney it is apparent that documenting this particular
group was not among his priorities. However, the specimens are valuable
additions to the Gymnosperm collection held at BP and convey new or ad-
ditional information on certain years, locations, and trees (shrubs) of 43
species of Gymnosperms either native or (mostly) cultivated in Hungary
and a few other European countries.

ENUMERATION

Cephalotaxaceae

Cephalotaxus harringtonii (Knight ex J. Forbes) K. Koch var. harringtonii [cultivated]. –
Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ., 25. 07.1969; BP 742585.

Cupressaceae s. l. (incl. Taxodiaceae)

Callitropsis nootkatensis (D. Don) Oersted ex D. P. Little [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen,
Hortus Bot. Univ., 20.03.1954; BP 742599.
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Callitropsis nootkatensis (D. Don) Oersted ex D. P. Little [cultivated]. – Hungary;
Oroszlány-Majkpuszta, planted in the Esterházy castle park, 23.07.1989; BP 742596.

Callitropsis nootkatensis (D. Don) Oersted ex D. P. Little [cultivated] (20 m). – Austria;
Burgenland [formerly Várvidék]; Eisenstadt [formerly Kismarton], planted in the
Esterházy castle park, 21.09.1996; BP 742606.

Calocedrus decurrens (Torr.) Florin [cultivated] (20 m). – Hungary; Pomáz, planted in gar-
den, 06.06.1998; BP 742584.

Calocedrus decurrens (Torr.) Florin [cultivated] (30 m). – Hungary; Tata, planted in park,
05.10.1982; BP 742578.

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (A. Murray bis) Parl. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen, Hor-
tus Bot. Univ., 20.03.1954; BP 742600.

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (A. Murray bis) Parl. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Szántódi rév
[Lake Balaton], 28.08.1979; BP 742598.

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana (A. Murray bis) Parl. [cultivated]. – Austria; Burgenland [for-
merly Várvidék]; Eisenstadt [formerly Kismarton], planted in the Esterházy castle
park, 21.09.1996; BP 742594.

Chamaecyparis pisifera (Siebold et Zucc.) Endl. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sellye, planted in
the Draskovich castle park, 27.07.1983; BP 742597.

Chamaecyparis pisifera (Siebold et Zucc.) Endl. cv. squarrosa [cultivated]. – Austria;
Burgenland [formerly Várvidék]; Eisenstadt [formerly Kismarton], planted in the
Esterházy castle park, 21.09.1996; BP 742595.

Chamaecyparis pisifera (Siebold et Zucc.) Endl. cv. squarrosa [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sop-
ron, Hortus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969; BP 742593.

Cryptomeria japonica (Thunb. ex L. f.) D. Don var. japonica [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sellye,
planted in the Draskovich castle park, 27.07.1983; BP 742622.

Cryptomeria japonica (Thunb. ex L. f.) D. Don var. japonica [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sop-
ron, Hortus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969; BP 742575.

Cunninghamia lanceolata (Lamb.) Hook. var. lanceolata [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron,
Hortus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969; BP 742589.

Cupressus sempervirens L. [cultivated]. – Bulgaria; Strandzha Mts, Sozopol-Arcutino re-
gion, 09.08.1977; BP 742556.

Juniperus media van Melle cv. pfitzeriana [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen, Hortus Bot.
Univ., 20.03.1954; BP 742619.

Juniperus communis L. var. communis [native]. – Hungary; near Óbarok, ca 250 m,
04.09.1985; BP 742624.

Juniperus communis L. var. communis [native]. – Hungary; near Komárom, Harkányi-erdõ,
ca 120 m, 04.04.1970; BP 742625.

Juniperus communis L. var. saxatilis Pall. [native]. – Romania [Transylvania]; Harghita
Mts [Hargita: Mt Koporsó-tetõ], near Siculeni [formerly Madéfalva], ca 1,700 m,
02.08.1956; BP 742587.

Juniperus communis L. var. saxatilis Pall. [native]. – Bulgaria; Mt Vitosha, near Sofia, ca
2,000 m, 24.07.1977; BP 742626.

Juniperus oxycedrus L. [native]. – Croatia; Istria: Mt Ucka near Lovran, ca 400 m, 18.05.
1995; BP 742623.
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Juniperus virginiana L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Nyíregyháza-Sóstó, planted in amenity
land, 24.07.1990; BP 742627.

Juniperus virginiana L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen, Hortus Bot. Univ., 20.03.1954;
BP 742628.

Juniperus virginiana L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Miskolc, planted in park at Lillafüred,
07.04.1965; BP 742629.

Metasequoia glyptostroboides Hu et W. C. Cheng [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted at
Sárvári Arborétum, 16.10.1999; BP 742611.

Platycladus orientalis (L.) Franco [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in garden at Lillafüred
(Miskolc), 07.04.1965; BP 742601.

Platycladus orientalis (L.) Franco [cultivated]. – Bulgaria; escaped from cultivation (into
oak stand), Strandzha Mts, 09.08.1977; BP 742602.

Sequoiadendron giganteum (Lindl.) J. Buchholz [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sellye, planted in
the Draskovich castle park, 27.07.1983; BP 742591.

Sequoiadendron giganteum (Lindl.) J. Buchholz [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted at Sárvári
Arborétum, 16.10.1999; BP 742577.

Sequoiadendron giganteum (Lindl.) J. Buchholz [cultivated]. – Hungary; Zalakaros, plan-
ted in amenity land, 27.12.1991; BP 742576.

Taxodium distichum (L.) Rich. var. distichum [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted shore on of
artificial lake, Debrecen, 18.05.1954; BP 742555.

Thuja occidentalis L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen, Hortus Bot. Univ., 20.03.1954;
BP 742604.

Thuja occidentalis L. cv. ‘Ericoides’ [cultivated]. – Hungary; Polgárdi, planted in the
Batthyány castle park; 10.04.1986; BP 742618.

Thuja plicata Donn ex D. Don [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in Nyergesújfalu,
17.09.1983; BP 742603.

Thuja plicata Donn ex D. Don [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ.,
25.07.1969; BP 742608.

Thuja plicata Donn ex D. Don [cultivated]. – Hungary; Zalakaros, planted in amenity
land, 27.12.1991; BP 742605.

Ephedraceae

Ephedra distachya L. [native]. – Hungary; near Bócsa, Kiskunság National Park, ca 100 m,
18.05.1993; BP 742612.

Ginkgoaceae

Ginkgo biloba L. [cultivated] (20 m). – Hungary; Tata, planted in park, 29.9.1982; BP
742579.
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Pinaceae

Abies alba Mill. [native?]. – Hungary; Sopron, (Mt) Vár-hegy. 20.07.1969; BP 742583.
Abies alba Mill. [native]. – Austria; Burgenland [formerly Várvidék]; Günzer Mts, Nuss-

graben valley, near Reinitz [formerly Rohonc], ca 700 m, 13.05.2001; BP 742610.
Abies numidica de Lannoy ex Carr. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Zalakaros, planted in amenity

land, 27.12.1991; BP 742621.
Cedrus libani A. Rich. subsp. libani [cultivated]. – Hungary; Alcsút [Alcsútdoboz], (Mt)

Cser-hegy, 24.03.1986; BP 742609.
Larix decidua L. var. decidua [cultivated]. – Hungary; Mátraszentlászló, planted in park,

12.08.1971; BP 742581.
Larix decidua L. var. adenocarpa (Borb.) Jáv. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Újhuta, planted in

spruce forest, 27.09.1955; BP 742580.
Larix sibirica Ledeb. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969; BP

742567.
Picea abies (L.) H. Karst. cv. maxwellii [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in Debrecen, ame-

nity forest “Nagyerdõ”, 20.03.1954; BP 742592.
Picea glauca (Moench.) Voss [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in park, Debrecen,

15.03.1955; BP 742590.
Pinus ayacahuite Ehrenb. ex Schltdl. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ.,

20.07.1969; BP 742563.
Pinus banksiana Lamb. [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in garden at Lillafüred (Miskolc),

07.04.1965; BP 742572.
Pinus halepensis Mill. [cultivated]. – Croatia; peninsula Istria, near Lanterna, 17.05.1995;

BP 742565, 742574.
Pinus halepensis Mill. [cultivated]. – Italy; planted at Maderna, 29.06.1992; BP 742613.
Pinus mugo Turra subsp. mugo [cultivated]. – Poland; planted at Gdañsk, 03.08.1963;

742568.
Pinus mugo Turra subsp. mugo [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in Debrecen, amenity

forest “Nagyerdõ”, 01.04.1954; 742559.
Pinus peuce Griseb. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, planted in garden, 20.07.1969;BP

742573.
Pinus pinea L. [cultivated]. – Italy; planted in Torcello, 31.07.1992; BP 742561.
Pinus ponderosa Douglas ex C. Lawson [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, planted in garden,

15.07.1969; BP 742557.
Pinus strobus L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in Bakonyszombathely, 09.04.1988; BP

742560.
Pinus sylvestris L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in urban forest at Kõszeg, 12.09.1979;

BP 742566, 742569.
Pinus sylvestris [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in Harkányi-erdõ, near Komárom,

04.04.1970; BP 742570.
Pinus sylvestris L. f. parviflora Heer [cultivated]. – Italy; planted in Florence, 12.10.1994;

BP 742564.

Studia bot. hung. 40, 2009

THE HERBARIUM OF ENDRE JENEY III. GYMNOSPERMAE 169



Pinus sylvestris L. subsp. pannonica (P. K. Schott) Soó [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted at
(Mt) Zörgõ-hegy, Karancs Mts, near Ipolytarnóc, 07.05.1989; BP 742582.

Pinus wallichiana A. B. Jacks. [cultivated]. – Hungary; planted in park in Tata, 07.03.1984;
BP 742558.

Pseudotsuga menziesii (Mirb.) Franco var. menziesii [cultivated]. – Hungary; Debrecen,
Hortus Bot. Univ., 20.03.1954; BP 742562, 742614.

Pseudotsuga menziesii (Mirb.) Franco var. glauca (Beissn.) Franco [cultivated]. – Hungary;
Zalakaros, planted in amenity land, 27.12.1991; BP 742571.

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carriere [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sellye, planted in the Draskovich
castle park, 27.07.1983; BP 742615.

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carriere [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ.,
25.07.1969; BP 742616.

Tsuga heterophylla (Raf.) Sarg. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ.,
25.07.1969; BP 742617.

Taxaceae

Taxus baccata L. [native]. – Hungary; near Szentgál, Bakony Mts, ca 400 m, 29.04.1956;
BP 742586.

Taxus baccata L. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Oroszlány-Majkpuszta, planted in the
Esterházy castle park, 10.07.1983; BP 742588.

Torreya californica Torr. [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hortus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969;
BP 742620.

Torreya nucifera (L.) Siebold et Zucc. var. nucifera [cultivated]. – Hungary; Sopron, Hor-
tus Bot. Univ., 25.07.1969; BP 742607.
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