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A C O L L E C T I O N O F P H O R I D I ® F R O M P E R U . 

B y C H A R L E S T . B R U E S . 

T h r o u g h the great k indness of Dr. K . K E R T É S Z of the H u n g a r i a n 
Nat iona l Museum, I have been enabled to examine a very in te res t ing 
collection of P e r u v i a n Phoridae belongig to the Museum. 

Al though it n u m b e r s only four teen specimens, 8 species are repre-
sented, 5 of which are undescribed. Of the previously described species, 
Trineura montana B R U E S belongs to a nearct ic group and no doubt ex-
tends sou thwards a long the m o u n t a i n s into Peru . Another belongs to a 
dis t inct ly neot ropica l por t ion of the genus, and is quite s imilar to a 
c o m m o n species on the I s l ands of St. Vincent and Grenada in t h e W e s t 
Indies . Another was described original ly f rom North America, and a 
th i rd one f rom Europe . 

Of the new species, one is closely related to certain holarct ic types, 
and o thers are dis t inct ly neotropical . In all, t h ree genera are represen ted . 

Aphiochaeta peruviana n. sp. 

Male. L e n g t h 2*5 mm. Bobust , black with brownish yellow legs. 
H e a d black, f ron t wide, opaque, dusted with whi t i sh pollen. Ocellar 

tubercle a n d f ron ta l fur row very dist inct . Setae all very stout, procl inate 
ones four in n u m b e r , wi th a n addi t ional quite smal l median pair . Lower 
corner of cheeks with a shor t row of forwardly curved bristles. Pa lp i 
yellow, t h e i r bris t les only modera te ly s t rong. Antennae r a t h e r small , 
deep black, wi th a pubescen t arista. Thoracic do r sum hairy, modera te ly 
shining, wi th one pa i r of dorsocent ra l macrochaetae and four equal ly 
s t rong marg ina l scutel lar bristles. Abdomen dull black, s tout and tape-
r ing. F i r s t five segments nar rowly marg ined pos ter ior ly with yellow ; 
the sides of the second segment wi th a t u f t of black bristles, and the 
ent ire sur face sparsely covered with more or less erect hairs . Hypopyg ium 
small, t h e overhanging lamel la b lun t at t ip. Legs stout, the h ind femora 
cons iderably swollen ; f r o n t and middle tibiae dist inctly setulose exter-
nally, the h ind ones with a row of very s t rong setulae. Wings large, the 
veins s t rong, fa in t ly t inged with brownish , the ve ins piceous. Costa 
reach ing dist inct ly beyond the middle of the wing, its cilia r a the r shor t . 
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fine a n d closely placed ; first vein ending a l i t t le nea re r t h e t ip of the 
th i rd t h a n the h u m e r a l cross-vein, t ip of second close to th i rd , t h e angle 
of fu rca t ion acute ; four th vein evenly curved, recurved at t h e ext reme 
t ip ; seventh vein dist inct . Ha l t e r e s pa le . 

Described f rom a single ma le collected a t Cal langa. Type in t h e 
collect ion of the H u n g a r i a n Nat iona l M u s e u m . 

This species is very robust , wi th s o m e w h a t t he hab i tus of a Phora. 
I t is no tab le for the s t rongly setulose legs, a p p r o a c h i n g the E u r o p e a n 
melanocephala, ciliata and latifemorata in th is respect . 

Aphiochaeta tarsata n. sp. 

Male. L e n g t h 2 mm. Brownish , head black and wings brownish or 
yel lowish. H e a d black, f ron t wide, t he br is t les all s t rong, inc lud ing the 
four proc l ina te ones. Ocellar tubercle and f ron t a l fu r row dist inct . Antennae 
r a the r small , t he ar i s ta dis t inct ly pubescen t . Pa lp i small , yellow, t h e 
br i s t les black, normal . Thoracic do r sum reddish-brown, wi th a single 
pa i r of dorsocent ra l macrochaetae and four equal ly s t rong m a r g i n a l scu-
te l lar brist les. Abdomen brownish black, more yel lowish toward t h e base. 
H y p o p y g i u m small , brown, globose, the p ro jec t ing l amel la smal l wi th a 
shor t del icate brist le. Legs yellow, the h ind tibiae and tars i darker . F r o n t 
femora and tibiae s tout , the l a t t e r d is t inc t ly setulose external ly , the i r 
ta rs i widened and f la t tened, especia l ly the first and second jo in t s , t he 
first be ing wider t h a n the t ibia. Middle and h ind legs r a the r s lender , 
the i r tarsi no rma l , t he t i b i « of the h ind pa i r qui te s t rongly setulose. 
Wings large, the costal vein long, m u c h as in aurea ALD., but the cilia 
are m u c h longer, and the four t vein is m u c h curved at t h e base a n d 
s t ra ight to the apex which is recurved. The cell fo rmed at the fu rca t ion 
of the th i rd vein in also larger . F i f t h vein a lmos t s t ra ight , seventh 
dis t inct to the marg in . Ha l t e res blackish brown. 

Described f rom a ma le spec imen collected at Cal langa. Type in the 
collection of t he H u n g a r i a n Nat iona l M u s e u m . 

This species approaches closest to A. aurea ALD., f r om which it 
differs by i ts pecul iar f r on t ta rs i in the male , l onge r costal c i l ia t ion and 
different wing vena t ion . 

Aphiochaeta delicatula n. sp. 

Male. L e n g t h 1'4 m m . Small , del icate yellow species, with darker 
abdomen . Head yellow, the f ron t da rkened above. Ocellar tubercle and 
med ian fur row presen t . Chaetotaxy normal , except for the med ian pa i r 



398 CHARLES T. BRUES 

of proc l ina te brist les which are very smal l and a lmost obsolete. Antenna 1 

pale yellow, smal l . Palpi modera te , with a smal l n u m b e r of s t rong bristles. 
Dorsum yellow, with a single pai r of dorsocentra l macrochaetae and four 
m a r g i n a l scute l lar brist les. Abdomen dark brownish, wi th a t ransverse 
yellow band at the base of t he second segment and ano the r at t he t ip, 
jus t before the hypopygium. Side angles of the second segment with a 
few s t rong bris t ly hairs . Hypopyg ium sub-shining, brownish black, some-
wha t pol l inose. and wi th a few scattered h a i r s ; lamel la pa le yellow. 
T e n t e r pa le yellowish. Coxae and legs slender, yellow, t h e h ind tibiae 
very finely setulose. Wings of modera te size, t inged with brownish ; 
costal vein long, reach ing well beyond the middle of the wing, i ts cilia 
shor t and ra ther thickly placed ; first vein ending midway between the 
h u m e r a l cross-vein and the t ip of the th i rd ; cell fo rmed by the fu rca t ion 
of the th i rd vein very smal l ; four th vein very s t rongly and evenly cur-
ved, end ing as far before the apex of t he wing as the fifth does beh ind i t ; 
seventh vein very delicate, but dis t inct tho the marg in . Knob of ha l te res 
brown, the s tem yellow. 

Descr ibed f rom a single ma le f rom Vilcanota. Type in the collection 
of the H u n g a r i a n Nat ional Museum. 

This very smal l species resembles A. aurea ALD., but differs in 
showing on orange color on the abdomen, as well as by its paler , more 
weakly veined wings. The course of the four th vein is also qui te different . 

Aphiochaeta bella n. sp. 

Female. Leng th 2 '4 mm. S l e n d e r ; yellow, except head above and 
apical por t ion of abdomen which are black. Head yel lowish orange, bla-
ckened above on the f ron t and the vertex. F r o n t a l fu r row very s t rong 
a n d deep. Ocellar tubercle present . Antenna^ yellow. Lower two post-
ocular cilia on each side enlarged into macrochaetae. Pa lp i pale yellow, 
n o r m a l in size and chaetotaxy. Thoracic dorsum pale brownish, dist inctly 
ha i ry and sub-sh in ing ; somewhat ochraceous pol l inose near t he h u m e r a l 
angles ; wi th one pair of dorsocent ra l macrochaetae and four marg ina l 
scutel lar bristles. Abdomen s lender ; first th ree segments br i l l ian t orange, 
the r e m a i n d e r deep black ; each poster ior angle of t he second segment 
with a smal l t u f t of brist les. Wings long and r a the r n a r r o w ; costal vein 
very long, reaching near ly two-thirds of t he way to the wing tip, its 
br is t les exceedingly minu te , a lmost obsolete. Wings s t rongly t inged with 
brown, the veins s trong, deep brown ; costal marg in for a shor t d is tance 
beyond the t ip of the th i rd vein s t rongly infuscated . Venat ion m u c h as 
in A. aurea ALD., except t ha t the cell formed by the furcat ion of the 
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t h i r d ve in is exceed ing ly s m a l l a n d t h e f o u r t h ve in is d i s t i nc t l y r e c u r v e d 
a t t h e ba se ; s e v e n t h ve in s t r o n g . L e g s r a t h e r s l ender , m i d d l e a n d po -
s t e r io r tibiae m o d e r a t e l y se tu lose . K n o b of h a l t e r e s b lack , t h e s ta lk 
ye l lowish . 

Descr ibed f r o m a f e m a l e s p e c i m e n co l lec ted at V i l c a n o t a . T y p e in 
t h e co l lec t ion of t h e H u n g a r i a n N a t i o n a l M u s e u m . 

T h i s p r e t t y spec ies c o m e s c loses t to A. aurea ALD., b u t d i f fers by 
i ts l a rge r size, d i f fe ren t color , ve ry m i n u t e cos ta l cil ia, a n d b r i s t l e s on 
t h e second a b d o m i n a l s e g m e n t . I was a t f i rs t i n c l i n e d to c o n s i d e r i t a s 
a well m a r k e d va r i e ty of aurea, b u t it is qu i t e d i s t i n c t m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y . 

Aphiochaeta atlantica B R U E S . 

Trans. Ara. Ent. Soc. XXIX. p. 362. tab. VII. fig. 30. (1903). 

T h e r e a re two s p e c i m e n s f r o m V i l c a n o t a wh ich ev iden t ly b e l o n g to 
t h i s species , desp i t e t h e g r e a t g e o g r a p h i c a l s e p a r a t i o n in h a b i t a t . 

Aphiochaeta lutea M E I G E N . 

Syst. Beschr. VI. p. 220. 25. (1830). 

Two spec imens , o n e f r o m Vi lcano ta a n d a n o t h e r f r o m Ca l l anga , do 
n o t s eem specif ical ly d i s t inc t f r o m t h i s w i d e - s p r e a d a n d e x t r e m e l y v a r i a b l e 
species . T h e ve ins a re b l acke r t h e n in a n y E u r o p e a n or N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
s p e c i m e n s t h a t I h a v e seen a n d t he cos t a l ci l ia a re a t r i f le less c lose ly 
p l aced . 

Conicera Kertészii n. sp. 

Male. L e n g t h 1 7 5 m i n . Black, t h e legs a n d pa lp i ye l lowish . H e a d 
b lack ; f r o n t wide, ve ry p o l i s h e d ; t h e chaetotaxy n o r m a l . P a l p i very sma l l , 
w i th shor t , s t o u t br i s t les . Antennae black, t h e i r p o i n t e d t i p s n o t qu i t e 
a t t a i n i n g t he ver tex . Ar i s ta ap ica l , t w o - t h i r d s as l o n g as t h e t h i r d j o i n t 
a n d d i s t inc t ly pubescen t , a s is a l so t he n a r r o w e d p o r t i o n of t h e t h i r d 
j o i n t . T h o r a x s h i n i n g black, spa r se ly c lo thed w i t h black ha i r s , w i th a 
s ingle p a i r of d o r s o c e n t r a l macrochaetae a n d two long m a r g i n a l s cu t e l l a r 
b r i s t l e s . A b d o m e n dul l b lack, wi th a f a i n t i nd i ca t ion of w h i t i s h p o l l e n ; 
h y p o p y g i u m b r o w n i s h . Legs pa l e ye l lowish , t h e ta rs i a n d ba se of t h e 
h i n d coxae d a r k e r a n d t h e f e m o r a l ined wi th black above . F r o n t tibiae 
wi th a br i s t le at t he basa l t h i r d a n d a n o t h e r j u s t b e y o n d t h e midd le , 
t h e second a n d t h i r d j o i n t s of t he i r t a r s i w idened a n d f l a t t ened ; m i d d l e 
coxae each wi th a very s t r o n g a n d severa l w e a k e r b r i s t l e s at t h e basa l 
t h i r d a n d a sub -ap ica l ex t e rna l b r i s t l e ; h i n d tibiae wi th a n ex te rna l 
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bris t le at the middle and ano the r one ju s t before the tip, wi thout dis t inct 
setulse above. W i n g s hya l ine , the costal vein ex tending to about two-
fifths of the dis tance to the wing tip, i ts br is t les r a the r s tout and close. 
F i r s t vein close to the th i rd unt i l n e a r i ts t ip, the two end ing r a the r 
close toge the r ; four th vein suddenly s t rongly recurved n e a r i ts t ip ; fifth 
near ly s t ra ight , end ing nea re r the wing t ip t h a n t h e four th ; seventh 
indist inct . 

Described f rom a s ingle male specimen collected at Yilcanota . 
The species is readily d is t inguished f rom other membres of t h e 

genus by its color and the chaetotaxy of the legs, as well as by the 
sh in ing f ron t and thoracic dorsum. 


