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In memoriam Dr. Vera Csapody
(1890—1985)

by Zs. DEBRECzY, Budapest

On the night of 6th November, 1985 the outstanding representative of Hungarian
botanical illustration, VERA CsaPoDY passed away. She was born in 1890 in Budapest, into
a family of doctors and artists. Her father was a well-known eyespecialist and an expert
on natural sciences at the same time. Her mother was the daughter of the composer G£zA
ALLAGA. As the eldest of eight children, she was first taught by a governess. She matri-
culated from a state secondary school with excellent marks (1908). The same year she
entered the Péter Pazmany University of Budapest, becoming one of the first female stu-

Dr. Vera Csapody on her 95th birthday
(29th of March, 1985) (photo I. RAcz)
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dents ever admitted to a university in Hungary. She graduated with remarkable success
and was immediately offered the possibility of beginning her doctoral dissertation on
electrophoresis at the department of physics. Dramatic changes happened in her life when
her father unexpectedly died in 1912 and she had to shoulder all the burdens of raising
her seven sisters and brothers. She gave up her scientific carrier and started a new professi-
on, teaching. First sheworked as an assistant teacher in a boys’ school and from 1916 she was
a teacher of the Sophianum, the educational establishment of the Sacré Coeur Institute. In
1938, in recognition of her pioneering teaching methods and educational achievements, she
was promoted to head of the institution. In 1948 the Sophianum was secularized and VErRA
CsapoDpy was dismissed, cousing a break in the continuity of her employee rights. We
should add that VERA CSAPODY was not a passive member of society; all her botanical
and educational publications reflected her philanthropy and love of work from a religious
aspect, which in those days did not accord with the requirements of her job at the times.
Looking for a solution, she turned to one of her earlier friends SANDOR JAVORKA, the
subsequent director of the Botanical Department of the Hungarian National Museum,
applying for a job as a botanical illustrator. She was not only accepted, but treated as a
highly respected colleague. How could a teacher of mathematics and physics become a
successful botanical illustrator?

The story goes back to 1912, when she spent a happy holiday with her grandfather in
the country. There she discovered the beauty and variety of the plant world; an inspiring
thought came into her mind: “how wonderful and useful it would be to paint all the plants
native to Hungary, to capture them in shape and colour”! Turning to her former school
teacher for advice on how to collect and identify plants, she received an identification book,
practically the only relatively comprehensive and up to date work at that time, the “Short
identification manual” of CSEREY. Being a teacher, during her long holiday she could take
collecting trips all over the country to paint the flowers in their natural habitats. The First
World War interrupted her activity as an illustrator, She cared for wounded soldiers as a
volunteer nurse for some years. But she did not give up, and her collection grew to be-
come more comprehensive. Thanks to the idea of then director of the Sophianum, she was
able to show her works in an exhibition held in the building of the school. At the opening
she met SANDOR JAVORKA, scientific officer and future director of the Botanical Department
of the Hungarian National Museum, the institute which was the predecessor of the present
Botanical Department of the Hungarian Natural History Museum. He was looking for
someone to illustrate his already completed identification manual (28, 29), which was to
embrace all species of the Hungarian flora. The acquaintance turned into a co-operating
friendship lasting for 40 years until the death of SANDOR JAVORKA in 1961. Over 20 books
have been published as a result of their co-operation, including their greatest work: “The
Hungarian Flora in Pictures” (Iconographia Florae Hungaricae) (30). When the last
fascicle was published in the 1934 after 5 years of work, it marked the conclusion of a
treatise had been finished that was one of very few in Europe at that time, giving comp-
lete diagnostic illustrations of all the species included in JAVORKA’s textbook (28) and which
occurred within the large Central European area of the same geographical and natural
boundaries. With a total of 4238 illustrations (3978 black ink drawings and 260 aquarelles),
the Iconographia became the fulfilment of a scientific activity which started in the 18th
Century with the “Description et Icones. ..”” of WALDSTEIN-KITAIBEL.

Following the success of the “Iconographia” she received numerous commissions for
school textbooks and articles illustrations too and from experts of different special (2, 10,
15, 22,217, 31, 34, 37, 41) and applied botanical fields (1, 7, 19, 23, 36, 38, 42, 44, 46, 47 etc.).
After the long period of work on flora she also joined JAvorkA’s efforts on popularizing
botany. The most outstanding result in this field was the book “Erdé mez6 virdgai” (The
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flowers of woods and meadows) in 1950 (34) which was a long awaited help in botany
teaching and a fieldbook for many generations of naturalists. This book was followed by
weed-identification books (48, 49), a colour guide to ornamental plants (36) and an atlas
for trees and shrubs edited only 20 years later (18). She also made an interesting ‘“‘excursion”
to the field of ethnographical botany collecting folk names of plants. Her largest
collection consists of more than 7000 expressions. A small selection has also been published
in a book (17). Her seedling identification manual (10) filled a long-felt gap in inter-
national specialised literature. The accurate drawings made of seedlings germinated
between the double windows of her study in the museum for over 17 years were also used
in an Austrian weed identification book (26). Beside painting aquarelles on dendrological sub-
jects she began to work systematicaly as a dendrologist in 1969 with her young colleague. The
book soon completed (19) was the beginning of an undertaking to compile the woody
plants of the temperate climate zone of the world (20). She made 4000 full-table drawings
in the following 14 years. Though she knew that she would not live to see the completion
of the work, she was convinced that this work would be continued by her followers.

She was capable of intensive work with enviable self-control and accuracy. This atti-
tude gave her amazing stamina in both physically and mentally for field-work. During
her life she spent thousands of days, often under harsh and simple circumstances, on excur-
sions to paint her plants. Her life-work of illustrating over 60 books and publications and
producing an estimated 20,000 drawings and 12,000 aquarelles founded a ‘“‘school” in
plant illustration in her country: many of her young followers consider her as their master.
In recognition of her achievements she was awarded the highest official award, the State
Prize in 1980.

Of her valuable collection nearly 10,000 aquarelles are the property of the Botanical
Department of the Hungarian Natural History Museum—only the beautiful orchid painting
collection has remained in the hands of her family. For technical reasons, her paintings
have always been published repainted after fitting together in tables. It is a pity that except
for some exhibitions the public has not yet been able to enjoy her aquarelles in their original
beauty, to admire the accuracy combined with artistic brilliance and scientific humility.

{Dr. Vera Csapody’s publications in alphabetical order of the co-authors*

1. AUGUSTIN, B., JAVORKA, S., GIOVANNINI, R. & RoMVAR], P. (1948): Magyar gy6gynovények I-11.
(Hungarian medicinal herbs.)—Foldmiivelésiigyi Minisztérium, Budapest (190 colour plates)
. Boros, A. (1953): Magyarorszag mohai. (Mossflora of Hungary.)—Akadémiai Kiad6, Budapest
(519 drawings)
3. CsapoDy, 1. (1982): Védett ndvényeink. (Protected plants.)—Gondolat Kiadé, Budapest (70
colour plates)
4. CsapoDY, V. (1932): Mediterran elemek a magyar floraban. Doktori értekezés. (Mediterranean
elements in the Hungarian flora.)—Doctoral diss. (4 maps, 10 plates)
5. CsAapoDyY, V. (1939): Erdekes fak. (Interesting trees.)—Magyar Cserkész, 20/20, p. 12-13.
6. CsapoDY, V. (1953): A rizs gyomnovényei. (Weeds of rice fields.)—Annls. hist.-nat. Mus. natn.
hung. 4: p. 35-45.
7. CsApoDY, V. (1961): Szines atlasz ,,Magyarorszdg Kultarflordja’-hoz. (A colour atlas of the
cultivated plants of Hungary.)— Akadémiai Kiado, Budapest (180 colour plates)
8. CsapoDY, V. (1965): Keimlingsbestimmungsbuch der Dicotyledonen. (Review.) — Fragm. bot.
3 (1-4): p. 109-126.
9. CsApoDY, V. (1965): Idegen cserjék és fak parkjainkban. (Exotic shrubs and trees in our parks.) —
Term. tud. Kozlony, 9 (9): p. 39-41.
10. CsapoDY, V. (1968): Keimlingsbestimmungsbuch der Dicotyledonen. — Akadémiai Kiad6, Buda-
pest (1491 drawings)
11. Csapopy, V. (1968): Die Ziergehodlze Ungarns. — Fragm. bot. 4 (1-4): p. 109-114.
12. Csaropy, V. ANTUSZEWICZ, M. (1973): Atlas roslin uprawnych. (A colour atlas of the cultivated
plants of Hungary.) — Budapest-Warszawa, Polish edition (130 colour plates)
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13.
14.
15,
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

33.

34

35.

36.
37
38.
39.

CsApopY, 1., CsAPoDY, V., JAVORKA, S. (1980): Erd6é mez6 ndvényei. (Plants of woods and mea-
dows.) — Natura, Budapest (120 colour plates)

Csaropy, 1., CsapoDY, V., JAVORKA, S. (1983): Rosliny lesov a luk. (Plants of woods and mea-
dows.) — Bratislava, Slovak edition (120 colour plates)

Csaropy, 1., Csapopy, V., RoTT, F. (1966): Erdei fak és cserjék. (Forest trees and shrubs.) — Or-
szagos Erdészeti F6igazgatosag, Budapest (114 plates)

Csapopy, V., HORANSZKY, A. (1972): Vadviragok 1. (Wild flowers 1.) — Mora Ferenc Kiado,
Budapest. Further editions: 1975, 1978, 1981. (29 colour plates)

CsAPODY, V., PRISZTER, Sz. (1966): Magyar novénynevek szotdra. (A dictionary of the Hungarian
plant names.) — Mezdgazdasagi Kiado, Budapest p. 301.

Csapopy, V., TOTH, 1. (1982): A colour atlas of flowering trees and shrubs. — Akadémiai Kiado,
Budapest (141 colour plates)

DEBRECZY, Z5., CSAPODY, V. (1971): Télen is zold kertek. (Gardens also green in winter.) — Mez5-
gazdasdgi Kiad6, Budapest (327 drawings)

DEBRECZY, Zs., CsaPoDY, V., Ricz, I. & collab.: Dendrological Atlas I. (Under work since
1971.)

D. NaGy, E., Csaropy, V. (1976): Vadviragok 2. (Wild flowers 2.) — Mora Ferenc Kiado, Buda-
pest. Further edition: 1978. (29 colour plates)

FAy, A. (1936): A magyar szikesek novényzete. (The vegetation of the Hungarian alkaline
area.) — Kiralyi Magyar Egyetemi Nyomda, Budapest (7 plates)

GIOVANNINI, R. (1941): Utmutat6 gyogynovénygytijték részére. (A technical guide for collectors
of medicinal herbs.) — Urbanyi Istvan Konyvnyomdai Miiintézet, Budapest (16 colour plates)

GIOVANNINL R., SZATMARY, G. (1958): Gyogynovényeink. (Our medicinal herbs.) — Mez6gaz-
dasagi Kiadd, Budapest (190 colour plates)

HaLMmaL J., NovAK, 1. (1963): Farmakognozia. (Pharmacognostics.) — Medicina Kiadé, Buda-
pest (36 colour and 41 black and white plates)

HoLrzer, W. (1981): Ackerunkriuter. Bestimmung, Verbreitung, Biologie und Okologie. — Leo-
pold Stocker Verlag, Graz (268 drawings)

. HorToBAGYI, T. (ed.) (1952): Novényhatarozo. (Plant identification manuel.) — Tankényvkiado,

Budapest. Further editions: 1955, 1962, 1968. (2031 drawings and 5 morphological plates)

JAVORKA, S. (1924-25): Magyar Flora 1. II. III. (Flora Hungarica.) (The flora of Hungary.) —
,,Studium’ Konyvkiado, Budapest (13 morphological plates)

JAVORKA, S., CsAPODY, V. (1926): A magyar flora kis hatdrozoja. (A short identification manuel
of the Hungarian flora.) — ,,Studium’® Konyvkiado, Budapest (1002 drawings)

JAVORKA, S., CsAPoDY, V. (1929-1934): A magyar fléra képekben. (Iconographia Florae Hunga-
ricae.) (An illustrated flora of Hungary.) — M. K. Természettudomanyi Tarsulat és ,,Studium®’
Konyvkiadd, Budapest (40 colour Plates and 4017 drawings)

JAVORKA, S., CsapoDY, V. (1937): A short identification manuel of the Hungarian flora — second
enlargened edition. — ,,Studium” Konyvkiad6é, Budapest (1002 drawings)

JAVORKA, S., CsapoDY, V. (1975): Kozép-Europa délkeleti részének flordja képekben (Icono-
graphy of the flora of the south-eastern part of Central Europe.) — Akadémiai Kiadé, Budapest
(40 colour plates and 4017 drawings)

JAVORKA, S., CsapopY, V. (1979): Ikonographie der Flora des siidostlichen Mitteleuropa. (Ger-
man adaptation by Sz. Priszter.) — G. Fischer und Akadémia Verlag, Stuttgart—Budapest (40
colour plates and 4017 drawings)

JAVORKA, S., CsAPoDY, V. (1950): Erdé mez6 virdgai. (Flowers of woods and meadows.) — Tudo-
ményos Konyvkiado, Budapest. Further editions: 1955, 1958, 1965, 1972. (80 colour- and 20
black and white plates)

JAVORKA, S., FUTAK, J., CSAPODYOVA, V. (1959): Kvé&ty lesov a luk. (Flowers of woods and mea-
dows.) — Slovak edition: Bratislava. Further editions: 1965, 1973. (80 colour- and 20 black and
white plates)

JAVORKA, S., CsapoDY, V. (1962): Kerti viragaink. (Garden flowers.) — Mez6gazdaséigi Kiado,
Budapest (116 plates)

JAVORKA, S., S00, R. (1951): A magyar novényvildg kézikonyve I-IL. (A handbook of Hungarian
flora I-II. — Akadémiai Kiadd, Budapest (178 plates)

MAIER, A. (ed.) (1962): Erdé és termdhelytipoldgiai Gtmutato. (A guide to forests and nature
habitats.) — Orszagos Erdészeti F Gigazgatosag, Budapest (133 drawings)

MAIJER, A. (1963): Erdé és termbhelytipusok utmutatd novényei. (Indicator plants of forest and
habitat types.) — Idem (139 colour plates)

. POLNER, 1., RAPOTI, J. (1951): Gydgynovénygylijtés és termelés. (Collection and cultivation of

medicinal plants.) — Mezdgazdasagi Kiadd, Budapest (39 drawings)
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41.
42.
43.

44,

45.
46.

47.
48.
49.
50.

PRISZTER, Sz., CsApoDY, V. (1963): A novényszervtan terminologidja. (A terminology of plant
morphology.) — Mez6gazdasagi Kiado, Budapest (17 plates)

RAPOTI, J., ROMVARI, V. (1969): Gyogyito novények. (Medicinal herbs.) — Second enlarged edi-
tion. (181 drawings)

SiMoN, T., CsapoDY, V. (1966): Kis novényhatirozo. (Small identification book.) — Tankonyv-
kiado, Budapest. Further editions: 1967, 1969, 1971, 1973, 1976, 1977, 1978, enlarged editions:
1982, 1983, 1984. (5 morphological and 65 colour plates)

Somos, A. (1955): Zoldségtermesztés I-11. (Vegetable cultivation I-11.) — Mez6gazdasigi Kiado,
Budapest (24 colour plates)

Somos, A. (1958): A paradicsom. (The tomato.) — Akadémiai Kiado, Budapest (4 drawings)

Sztics, L. (1957): Novények a lakdsban. (Plants in the home.) — Gondolat Kiadd, Budapest
(11 drawings)

Szlics, L. (1960) : Kaktuszok, pozsgas novények. (Cacti and succulent plants.) — Gondolat Kiadé
Budapest (47 drawings)

UsvArost, M. (1951): Szantofoldi gyomnodvényeink. (Weeds of our plough-land.) — Mezégazda-
sagi Kiad6, Budapest (176 drawings)

UsvArosi, M. (1957): Gyomnovények, gyomirtas. (Weeds and their control.) — Mezbégazdasagi
Kiado, Budapest (475 drawings)

UsvArost, M. (1973): Gyomnovények. (Weeds.) — Mezdgazdasdgi Kiado, Budapest (5 colour
plates and 805 drawings)

Reviews from Dr. Vera Csapody

SZUJKONE-LACZA, J. (1971): Csapody Vera 80 éves. (Vera Csapody is 80 years old, 1970.) — Bot.

Kozlem. 58: 1.

LAWRENCE, G. (ed.) (1968): Catalogue of 2nd International Exhibition of Botanical Art and Illustra--

tion. — Hunt Botanical Library, Pittsburgh, p. 54-55.

Chronological order of Vera Csapody’s publications*

1924: 28 1950: 34 1962: 27, 36, 38 1975: 16, 32
1925: 28 1951: 37, 40, 48 1963: 25, 39, 41 1976: 43

1926: 29 1952: 27 1965: 8, 9, 34, 35 1977: 43

1929: 30 1953: 2, 6 1966: 15, 17, 43 1978: 16, 21, 43
1932: 4 1955: 27, 34, 44 1967: 43 1979: 33

1934: 30 1957: 46, 49 1968: 10, 11, 27 1980: 13

1936: 22 1958: 24, 34, 45 1969: 42, 43 1981: 16, 26
1937: 31 1959: 35 1971: 19, 43 1982: 3, 18, 43
1939: 5 1960: 47 1972: 16, 34 1983: 14, 43
1941: 23 1961: 7 1973: 12, 35, 43, 50 1984: 43

1948: 1

Author’s address: DR. ZSOLT DEBRECZY

Botanical Department

Hungarian Natural History Museum
Budapest, pf. 222

H-1476

* This is a selected list of literature with the most important works only and those concerned with the text. For a

comprehensive list of V. CSAPODY’s works, see Sz. PRISZTER: Acta botanica hungarica (1987, vol. 32) and Botanikai Koz-
lemények (1988. vol. 75).
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