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A new species of Siphona Meigen from Hungary 
(Diptera: Tachinidae) 
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A b s t r a c t : Slphona hungarica s p . n . Is descr ibed and the gen i t a l i a are f igured on the 
basis of m a t e r i a l of both sexes f r o m Hungary . Diagnost ic cha rac t e r s are g iven which 
c l e a r l y separate the new species f r o m the c lose ly r e l a t ed S. ingerae Ander sen . The 
new species i s Incorpora ted i n the key to European Slphona by ANDERSEN (1982). 

F r o m Hungar ian museums, v i z . the Hungar ian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum ( F . M I H Á L Y I ) and the 
Bakony Museum (S. T Ó T H ) , a l a rge m a t e r i a l of Slphona was sent to me for d e t e r m i n a t i o n . A total 
of 35 specimens, c o l l e c t e d main ly i n fores t s i n n o r t h e r n Hungary , were found to belong to a new 
species c lose ly r e l a t ed to S. Ingerae Andersen , 1982. Both these species have long c l aws i n the 
ma le , which i m m e d i a t e l y separates t hem f r o m other Pa l aea rc t i c Slphona. The two species d i f f e r 
by ex t e rna l features but the most cons i s ten t differences are found i n the g e n i t a l i a . 

Slphona hungar ica s p . n . (Figs . 1-4) 

Type m a t e r i a l : H o l o t y p e 5 : "Hortobágy N . P . " , " O h a t i erdő, 1 9 7 5 . V . 6 . ' * , "fííháló", " L e g . 
D R A S K O V I T S " . Deposi ted i n the Hungar ian Natura l H i s t o r y M u s e u m . P a r a t y p e s : 1 9: Nagyko
vácsi, 18 . Í V . 1957, l e g . MIHÁLYI; 1 8, 1 9: Budapest, 2 3 . I V . 1 9 5 7 , l e g . MIHÁLYI ; 2 0: Tihany, 
6 - 1 1 . V . 1 9 5 7 , l e g . M I H Á L Y I ft ZSIRKÓ; 1 9 : Bükk-hg., 5 . V . 1 9 5 8 , l e g . S. TÓTH; 1 9 : Csákvár, 
1 1 . I V . 1 9 6 1 , l e g . ZSIRKÓ; 1 9: Pilisborosjenő, 4 . V . 1 9 6 9 , l e g . MIHÁLYI ; 4 9: Ba la ton , 8-9. V . 
1969, l e g . L . MÓCZÁR; 1 9: Héviz, 2 . V I . 1 9 7 0 , l e g . M I H Á L Y I ; 1 8: Csévharaszt, 8 . I V . 1972, 
l e g . HOLLÓ; 4 <?, 7 9 : T y p e - l o c a l i t y , 1 0 . I V - 8 . V . 1974-75, l e g . DRASKOVITS, L . P A P P , S. M A 
H U N K A ft T . V Á S Á R H E L Y I ; 1 6: Visegrád, 2 1 . I I I . 1979, l e g . DRASKOVITS . Deposi ted i n the H u n 
ga r i an Na tu ra l H i s t o r y M u s e u m . 3 9: T i h a n y , 2 2 . I V . 1 9 7 4 , l e g . S. TÓTH; 1 9: Királyszál lás , 2 2 . 
Í V . 1976, l e g . E . N A G Y . Deposited i n the Bakony M u s e u m . - 2 8 : T y p e - l o c a l i t y , 6 - 7 . V . 1 9 7 5 , l e g . 
L . P A P P and D R A S K O V I T S ; 2 a : Eplény, 1 9 . I V - 1 0 . V . 1 9 7 1 - 7 6 , l e g . S. T Ó T H . Deposi ted i n the 
Zoo log ica l Museum, U n i v e r s i t y of Copenhagen. 

Diagnos i s : Female genae 0 . 3 - 0 . 4 x as wide as height of eye; length of haus te l lum v a r y i n g 
between height of eye and height of head; male pa lp i w i t h shor t setulae (in ingerae setulae as long 
as o r longe r than w i d t h of pa lp i ) ; male c l a w s about as long as las t t a r s a l segment; f ront femora 



w i t h 3-5 pd and 4-6 pv setae; m i d femora w i t h p reap ica l ad seta ( in Ingerae ve ry r a r e l y w i t h such 

seta); knob of haltères y e l l o w (in Ingerae b l ack i sh ) ; female T 3 - 4 w i t h basal bands devoid of ground 

setulae, d o r s a l l y occupying a q u a r t e r (near the midd le ) to a t h i r d ( l a t e r a l l y ) of the respec t ive t e r 

gi tes ; gen i t a l i a (F igs . 1-4) w i t h d i s t i nc t i ve s t r u c t u r e s i n both sexes (see be low) . 

F igs 1-4. S. hungar ica s p . n . : D i s t ipha l lus (1), Cercus and s u r s t y l u s (2), Male St5 (3) Female 
gen i t a l i a (4). - F i g s 5-6 . Female St7: S. ingerae A n d . (5), S . m e s n i l i And (6) 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f m a l e . Head: Pa ra f ron t a l s and para fac ia l s densely w h i t i s h g r e y P o l 
l inose, except somet imes y e l l o w i s h on pa ra f ron t a l s ; antennái segments 1 and 2 fuscous y e l l o w ; 
face about 1.5x as long as length of f rons; ep is tome p r o t r u d i n g ; genae 0 . 3 - 0 . 4 x as high as an 
eye; pa ra fac ia l s broadly v i s i b l e i n p r o f i l e , w i t h m i n i m a l w id th at most d i s t i n c t l y b roader than 
m a x i m a l w i d t h of pa lp i , and w i t h about 6 setulae confined to upper four th of face; antennae about 
1.4x as long as length o f f rons ; antenna! segment 3 subrec tangula r w i t h m o r e o r less convex i n 
ner side, ranging f r o m d i s t i n c t l y n a r r o w e r t o broader than m a x i m a l wid th of f ront f emora ; length 
of haus te l lum v a r y i n g between height of eye and height of head; pa lp i s l i g h t l y widened towards t i p , 
above w i t h i r r e g u l a r r ow(s ) of s m a l l setulae not reaching apex, and below w i t h 2-3 setae. - T h o 
rax : Y e l l o w i s h grey po l l i nose , without d i s t i n c t v i t tae ; 3 pos t su tu r a l dc setae; p r e s u t u r a l i a setae 
present ; p r o s t e r n u m w i t h one p a i r of setulae; knob of haltères y e l l o w . - Legs : F e m o r a e n t i r e l y 
y e l l o w (exept i n one spec imen w i t h p o s t e r i o r surface of f ron t f e m o r a b lackish) ; c laws about as 
long as l a s t t a r s a l segment; f ront femora w i t h 3-5 pd and 4-6 pv setae; m i d f emora w i t h p r e -



apical ad se ta . - Wings : Tegulae fuscous y e l l o w to a lmos t b lack; basicostae pale y e l l o w . - Abdo
men : Y e l l o w i s h grey Po l l inose , exept fo r d a r k spots around setae and setulae; ground c o l o u r e n 
t i r e l y d a r k except fo r y e l l o w f ie lds confined to T l - 3 i n 3 of the 10 males avai lab le ; T l + 2 w i t h 
one p a i r of l a t e r a l m a r g i n a l setae of s t reng th as average abdominal setae but wi thout median m a r 
g ina l setae; T3 wi th one median and one l a t e r a l p a i r of m a r g i n a l setae; T 3 - 5 w i t h basal bands 
devoid o f ground setulae and do r sa l l y occupying about one- f i f th of respec t ive t e r g i t e s . - Gen i t a l i a 
(2 d i s s e c t i o n s ) . St5, as i n F i g . 3, w i t h apex of lobes cu rved i n w a r d s , and w i t h seta i n s e r t e d near 
midd l e o f i nne r lobal m a r g i n ; c e r c i and s u r s t y l i , as i n F i g . 2, w i t h d i s t a l ha l f of c e r c i o f a lmos t 
same w i d t h (not t ape r ing as i n Ingerae) and t i p m o r e o r less cu rved f o r e w a r d ; d i s t i pha l lu s ( F i g . l ) 
of d i s t i n c t i v e shape, only r e s e m b l i n g Ingerae among the European species , but d i f fe r s f r o m th i s 
species i n the much n a r r o w e r p r o x i m a l p a r t and the d i f fe ren t s t r u c t u r e of teeth and too th -bea r ing 
pla tes , o f which the mos t a n t e r i o r plates appear comple te ly fused; d i s t i pha l lu s i n a n t e r i o r v iew 
w i t h V-shaped opening. 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f f e m a l e . D i f f e r s f r o m the male i n the fo l lowing essent ia ls : L o w e r hal f 
of pa r a f ac i a l s i n p r o f i l e about as broad as m a x i m a l wid th of p a l p i ; antennae s l i g h t l y longe r than 
length o f f rons ; antennái segment 3 n a r r o w e r than m a x i m a l w id th of f ront f emora ; pa lp i s t r ong ly 
c lavate ap i ca l l y , w i t h t i p s bare or a lmos t so; f emora e n t i r e l y y e l l o w ; c l aws about ha l f as long as 
las t t a r s a l segment; abdomen e n t i r e l y d a r k i n ground co lou r ; T 3 - 4 w i t h basal bands devoid o f 
ground setulae, do r sa l l y occupying a q u a r t e r (near the middle ) to a t h i r d ( l a t e r a l l y ) of respec t ive 
t e rg i t e s ; gen i t a l i a (3 d i s sec t ions ) , as i n F i g . 4, and very s i m i l a r to those of S. macula ta Staeger 
in Ze t t e r s t ed t , but w i t h d i s t i n c t supraanal p la te cons i s t ing o f two s m a l l p la tes , each w i t h 1-2 se
tu lae , w h i c h are condi t ions e lsewhere only found In m e s n l l l Andersen among European Siphona; St6 
w i t h p o s t e r i o r m a r g i n m o r e deeply inc i sed than i n Ingerae ( F i g . 5) and m e s n i l i ( F i g . 6) ; St8 w i t h 
3-4 p a i r s of l a t e r a l se tu lae . 

A f f i n i t i e s : As ment ioned above the new species is most s i m i l a r to Ingerae Andersen , how-
ever, e a s i l y separated f r o m th is species by ex te rna l c h a r a c t e r s (as l i s t e d i n the key as fo l l ows ) , 
and also by s t ruc tu res of the gen i t a l i a . A N o r t h A m e r i c a n species , S. in t rudens (Cur ran ) , i s ve ry 
s i m i l a r e x t e r n a l l y , but has the surface c o l o u r a t i o n b lu ish g rey o r g rey and an U-shaped opening 
of the a n t e r i o r surface of d i s t ipha l lus (see O ' H A R A , 1982). 

S. hungar ica s p . n . may be inco rpo ra t ed i n the key to European Siphona by ANDERSEN (1982) 

as f o l l o w s . 

1 Ma le c laws about as long as las t t a r s a l segment; female T 3 - 4 w i t h basal bands 
devoid o f ground setulae, do r sa l l y occupying a q u a r t e r (near the midd le ) to a 
t h i r d ( l a t e r a l ly ) of r e spec t ive t e r g i t e s ; genae 0 . 3 - 0 . 5 x as wide as height of an 

eye; length of haus te l lum v a r y i n g between eye height and head height 1 (a) 

Male c laws only h a l f as long as las t t a r s a l segment; female T 3 - 4 w i t h basal 
bands devoid of ground setulae n a r r o w e r ; genae up to one t h i r d as wide as 
eye height 2 

1 (a) M i d femora n o r m a l l y wi thout ad p reap ica l seta (specimens w i t h d i s t i nc t seta 
e x t r e m e l y r a r e ) ; knob of haltères b l ack i sh ; T l + 2 w i t h weak l a t e r a l m a r g i n a l 
setae ( in termedia te i n s t rength between su r round ing m a r g i n a l setulae and l a t 
e r a l m a r g i n a l setae of T 3 ) ; male pa lp i w i t h setulae as l ong as o r longer than 
pa lpa l w i d t h 

ingerae Andersen 
M i d f e m o r a wi th ad p r eap i ca l seta; knob of haltères y e l l o w ; T l + 2 w i t h l a t 
e r a l ma rg ina l s e rec t and o f same s t reng th as l a t e r a l m a r g i n a l s of T 3 ; 
m a l e p a l p i w i th much s h o r t e r setulae 

hungar ica sp. n . 
2 L a t e r a l ma rg ina l setae o f T l + 2 , i f d i f f e ren t i a t ed , only s l i g h t l y s t r onge r than 

s u r r o u n d i n g marg ina l setulae 3 
L a t e r a l marg ina l s of T l + 2 about as s t r o n g as setae of T3 4 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s : I thank D r . F . M I H Á L Y I of the Hungar ian Na tu ra l H i s t o r y Museum 
(Budapest) and D r . S . T O T H of the Bakonyi Természettudományi Múzeum ( Z i r c ) for loan of spec
imens of S. hungar ica . I am gra te fu l to D r . V . M I C H E L S E N , Zoolog ica l Museum (Copenhagen) 
fo r his r e v i e w of the m a n u s c r i p t . 
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