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New Mordellidae (Coleoptera) from the Mediterranean Region, 
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ABSTRACT: Two new species and two new subspecies from t h e M e d i t e r ­
ranean r e g i o n are d e s c r i b e d : M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a l a c i n i c o l l i s n. sp. 
fr o m Spain; M o r d e l l i s t e n a p o d l u s s a n y i n. sp., M o r d e l l i s t e n a k r a a t í 
k r e t i c a n. ssp., and M o r d e l l i s t e n a p s e u d o h i r t i p e s k r o t o s e n s i s n.ssf" 
f r o m C r e t e . A key t o the well-known P a l a e a r c t i c species o f EE" ge­
nus M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a Sthegolewa-Barowskaya, w i t h i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f 
each species i s a l s o p r e s e n t e d . 

Mr. A. Podlussány, s p e c i a l i s t o f C u r c u l i o n i d a e ( C o l e o p t e r a ) has Dig c o l ­
l e c t i o n s i n t h e o t h e r f a m i l i e s o f C o l e o p t e r a , t o o . He al l o w e d me t o determine 
h i s M o r d e l l i d a e . He d e p o s i t e d some t y p e s i n the Hungarian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Mu­
seum, Budapest. 

M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a l a c i n i c o l l i s n.sp. 
• ( F i g s 1-5) 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Length o f body ( w i t h o u t pygidium) 2.46 mm; l e n g t h of e l y t r a 
1.43 mm, w i d t h a t s h o u l d e r s 0.56 mm; f i f t h s t e r n i t e 0.31 mm.- General shape 
e l o n g a t e , moderately arched.- Integument b l a c k ; pubescence b r o w n i s h b l a c k w i t h 
s i l k y s h i n e , on the head l i g h t e r , s p a r s e , on the u n d e r s i d e a l i t t l e b i t l i g h t c 
- Head l a r g e , c i r c u l a r , l e n g t h / w i d t h r a t i o 1:1.- Eyes are broad o v a l , r o u g h l y 
g r a n u l a t e d , naked.- Antenna s h o r t , 2nd segment i s v e r y p o w e r f u l , 5-10th seg­
ments a p p r o x i m a t e l y q u a d r a t i c , the l a s t segment s h o r t o v a l . - The l a s t segment 
of m a x i l l a r y p a l p s l e n d e r , c u l t r i f o r m , a t inn e r b o r d e r w i t h a b l u n t c o r n e r , 
which i s a t the middle ( F i g . 2 ) , - Pubescence o f head brown-grey.- Pronotum 
somewhat broader than l o n g , w i d t h / l e n g t h r a t i o 1.16,- L a t e r a l b o r d e r o f p r o ­
notum i n d o r s a l view almost s t r a i g h t , i n l a t e r a l v i ew concave, b a s a l angles ob 
tus e a n g l e w i t h a s m a l l c o r n e r ( F i g . 1 ) . - Punctures o f pronotum f i n e , pubes­
cence brown-black.- S c u t e l l u m s m a l l , t r i a n g u l a r . - E l y t r a l l e n g t h / w i d t h r a t i o 
2.64, b e h i n d shoulder somewhat n a r r o w i n g , then c u r v i n g towards v e r t e x . - Punc­
t u r e s o f e l y t r a m o d e r a t e l y hard, s t r e w n , pubescence brown-black w i t h s i l k y 
s h i n e , sparse, s l i g h t l y c o v e r i n g i n t e g u m e n t . - R a t i o l e n g t h o f e l y t r a / l e n g t h o f 
pygi d i u m 1,94, l e n g t h o f p y g i d i u m / l e n g t h o f f i f t h s t e r n i e 2.16,- Pygidium u n i ­
f o r m l y a t t e n u a t e d towards v e r t e x . - H i n d t i b i a w i t h two s h o r t d o r s o l a t e r a l ridge 
( a p a r t f r o m a p i c a l o n e ) , the f i r s t and t h e second segments o f t a r s u s a l s o w i t h 
2 s h o r t r i d g e s .-Parameres, apex o f p e n i s , p h a l l o b a s e : F i g s 3-5. 

M a t e r i a l examined: Espana, V e j e r de l a Frontéra, 10.V.1984, l e g . A. Pod­
lussány, 1 ó" h o l o t y p e i n t h e Hungarian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum, Budapest. 

Key t o the well-known species o f t h e genus M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a Sthegolewa-Ba­
rowskaya: 
1 (10) L a s t segment o f t h e m a x i l l a r y p a l p more o r l e s s c u l t r i f o r m (3 ) or f u s i ­

f o r m (Ç), n ot t r i a n g u l a r s e c u r i f o r m . 



2 (7) Head almost c i r c u l a r , round ( F i g s 2,6,8) 
3 (4) M a x i l l a r y p a l p l o n g e r than antenna, the i n n e r b o r d e r o f l a s t segment 

w i t h o u t c o r n e r ( F i g . 6 ) 3-4 mm.Parameres: F i g . 7 
l o n g i p a l p i s Ermisch. 1965 

4 (3) M a x i l l a r y p a l p s h o r t e r than antenna 
5 (6) 5-10th segments o f antenna l o n g e r t h a n broad. I n n e r border o f t h e max­

i l l a r y p a l p w i t h o u t c o r n e r , o u t e r border e v e n l y c u r v e d ( F i g . 8 ) . Basal 
angle o f pronotum normal. 2.15-3.35 mm. Parameres: F i g . 9 . 

p e r r i s i ( M u l s a n t , 1857) 
6 (5) 5-10th antennái segments q u a d r a t i c , n o t l o n g e r t h a n broad. I n n e r bor­

der o f m a x i l l a r y p a l p w i t h a b l u n t corner ( F i g . 2 ) . Basal a n g l e o f p r o ­
notum w i t h a s m a l l c o r n e r ( F i g . 1) 2.46 mm. Parameres: F i g . 3 . . . .  

l a c i n i c o l l i s n.sp. 
7 (2) Head much l o n g e r t h a n broad, w i t h l a r g e temples behind eyes ( F i g s . 1 0 , 

12) 
8 (9) Pubescence of e l y t r a d a r k . 5-10th antennái segments lo n g e r t h a n broad 

( F i g . 10) 2.2-3 mm. Parameres: F i g . 11 
p l a n i f r o n s Sthegolewa-Bar.1930 

9 (8) Pubescence o f t h e e l y t r a l i g h t , y e l l o w - s i l v e r . 5-10th segments o f an­
tenna n o t l o n g e r t h a n broad ( F i g . 1 2 ) 2.5 mm ( o n l y female known). . . 

d e s e r t i c o l a Horák, 1981 
10 (1) L a s t segment o f t h e m a x i l l a r y p a l p broad s e c u r i f o r m , head c i r c u l a r , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y round ( F i g . 13) 2.15-2.65 mm. Parameres: F i g . 14 . . . .  
anomala Ermisch, 1957 

M o r d e l l i s t e n a p o d l u s s a n y i n. sp. 
( F i g s 15-18) 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Length o f body ( w i t h o u t pygidium) 5.3 mm; l e n g t h o f e l y t r a 
3.07 mm, w i d t h a t s h o u l d e r s 1.29 mm; p y g i d i u m 1.77 mm, f i f t h s t e r n i t e 0.76 mmr 
General shape r e l a t i v e l y r o b u s t , h i g h l y arched.- Integument b l a c k ; pubescence 
y e l l o q - b r o w n w i t h golden s h i n e , on u n d e r s i d e l i g h t e r y e l l o w - g r e y . - Head com­
p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l , c i r c u l a r , w i d t h / l e n g t h r a t i o 1.06,- Eyes are b r o a d , i r r e g u ­
l a r e l l i p t i c , f i n e l y g r a n u l a t e d w i t h s h o r t h a i r s . - 5-8th antennái segments 
are ca. t w i c e l o n g as b r o a d , 9-10th segments are s h o r t e r . - Second segment o f 
m a x i l l a r y p a l p normal, n o t d i l a t e d . The l a s t segment broad s e c u r i f o r m . - Head 
f i n e l y and densely p u n c t a t e d , pubescence y e l l o w - b r o w n . - Pronotum somewhat l o n ­
ger than b r o a d , l e n g t h / w i d t h r a t i o 1.06.- L a t e r a l b o r d e r o f pronotum i n dor­
s a l view convex, i n l a t e r a l view s t r e t c h e d S-form, b a s a l angle b l u n t a c u t e -
angled.- Pubescence o f pronotum yellow-brown, m o d e r a t e l y c o v e r i n g integument -
S c u t e l l u m r e g u l a r t r i a n g u l a r . - E l y t r a l l e n g t h / w i d t h r a t i o - 2 . 3 8 , s i d e s of elytra 
convex, c u r v i n g towards v e r t e x . - Punctures o f e l y t r a f i n e , i n t h e l a s t t h i r d 
w i t h some f i l e l i k e c h a r a c t e r ; pubescence yellow-brown w i t h golden s h i n e , dense­
l y c o v e r i n g integument, h a i r s o f normal l e n g t h - Pygidium l o n g , u n i f o r m l y a t -
tenuatea towards v e r t e x , - R a t i o l e n g t h o f e l y t r a / l e n g t h o f pygidium 1.73, r a ­
t i o l e n g t h o f p y g i d i u m / l e n g t h o f f i f t h s t e r n i t e 2.32.- Fore t i b i a a t t h e b a s i s 
d i l a t e d , w i t h a f r i n g e o f brown h a i r s on i n n e r b o r d e r . - Hind t i b i a w i t h 3 
r i d g e s ("apart from a p i c a l one) , the second r i d g e r e a c h i n g the m i d d l e - l i n e of 
t i b i a , the, o t h e r r i d g e s are s h o r t e r ; f i r s t t a r s a l segment w i t h 4, second seg­
ment w i t h 2 r i d g e s . - The i n n e r spur 1.6 as long as t h e o u t e r one. 

Parameres, apex o f p e n i s , p h a l l o b a s e : ( F i g s 16-18) 
M a t e r i a l examined: C r e t e , K r o t o s , 12.V.1981, l e g . A. Podlussány, 1 d 

h o l o t y p e . 

Figs 1-5 . M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a l a c i n i c o l l i s sp.n. ^.Holotype ó 7). - 1= body from 
d o r s a l view, 2= head, 3= parameres, 4= apex of p e n i s , 5= p h a l l o b a s e . 
Figs 6-7. M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a l o n g i p a l p i s Ermisch. - 6= head, 7= parameres. -
Figg 8-9. M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a p e r r i s i Mulsant . - 8= head, 9= parameres. 
Figs 10-11. M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a p l a n i f r o n s Sthegolewa-Barowskaya. - 10= head, 
11= parameres. - F i g . 12. M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a d e s e r t i c o l a Horák: head. - Figs 
13-14. M o r d e l l i s t e n u l a anomala Ermisch. - 13= head, 14= parameres. ( F i g s 
6-14. are n o t p r o p o r t i o n a l ) 





Owing t o i t s l i g h t pubescence, 3 d o r s o l a t e r a l r i d g e s on t h e h i n d t i b i a 
and f i n e p u n c t u r e s the new s p e c i e s belongs t o the M o r d e l l i s t e n a micans group. 
Some o t h e r species i n t h i s group have such d i l a t e d f o r e t i b i a , but o n l y t h a t 
o f M_̂  h i r t i p e s S c h i l s k y , M_. purpurascens Costa , M_. g e r o n e n s i s Ermisch, M.  
i s t r i c a Ermisch and M_. p o n t i c a Ermisch reaches such s i z e . M_. p o n t i c a Ermisch 
has d i l a t e d f o r e t i b i a w i t h o u t a f r i n g e o f h a i r s ; M_. h i r t i p e s S c h i l s k y has a 
d i l a t e d second segment o f m a x i l l a r y p a l p ; M_. purpurascens Costa has d i f f e r e n t 
pubescence, and the p y gidium i s not two t i m e s as l o n g as t h e f i f t h s t e r n i t e 

r a t i o o n l y 1.6 ; _M_. g e r o n e n s i s Ermisch and M_. i s t r i c a have d i f f e r e n t h a b i t u s ; 
a l l t h e s e s pecies have d i f f e r e n t p a r a m e r e s . I n my o p i n i o n M_. p o d l u s s a n y i n.sp. 
i s an e n d e m i c species i n t h e i s l a n d o f C r e t e . 

M o r d e l l i s t e n a k r a a t z i k r e t i c a n. ssp. 
(Only t.he examination of the parameres y i e l d s unambiguous s e p a r a t i o n ) 

- 3.5-
l a s t s e g m e n t ! 
o a l p n a r r o w e r 

.ai ameres : 

Emei y 

m a x i l l a r y 

k r a a t z i k r e t i c a n. ssp, 
^newhat b i g g e r : 5.57 mm 

- broader 
- parameres: F i g . 19 
M a t e r i a l examined: C r e t e , K r o t o s , 
12.V.1981, l e g . A. Podlussány, 1 3 
h o l o t y p e . 

M o r d e l l i s t e n a p s e u d o h i r t i p e s k r o t o s e n s i s n.ssp. 
(The e x a m i n a t i o n o f parameres y i e l d s unambiguous s e p a r a t i o n ) 

p s e u d o h i r t i p e s Ermisch 
l e n g t h of body ( w i t h o u t p y g i d i u m ) : 
3.3-4.5 mm 
l e n g t h o f pygidium: 1.3-1.65 mm 
body: h i g h l y arched 
pubescence o f e l y t r a g e t t i n g dark 

parameres: F i g . 22 

psc 1 1 ': h i r t i p e s k r o t o s e n s i s n.ssp. 
- somewhat b i g g e r : 4.5-4.65 mm 

- 1.4-1.6 mm 
- l e s s arched 
- pubescence o f the same c o l o u r , com-

p a r a t i v e l y dark y e l l o w - g r e y 
- parameres: T i g . 21 
M a t e r i a l examined: C r e t e , K r o t o s , 12, 
V.1981, l e g . A. Podlussány, 1 6* holo­
t y p e , i n Hungarian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
Museum, 1 ó1 p a r a t y p e , i n c o l l . Pod­
lussány . 

F i g s 15-18. M o r d e l l i s t e n a p o d l u s s a n y i sp . n. ( l i c l o t y p e 3 ) . - 15= b o d y f r o m 
d o r s a l v i e w , 16- p a r a m e r e s , 17= a p ex o f p e n i s , 18= u h a l l o b a s e . - F i g s 19-22. 
P a r a m e r e s o f M o r d e l l i s t e n a k r a a t z i k r e t i c a ssp.n. (1.9), M o r d e l l i s t e n a k r a a t z i 
Emery (20!, M o r d e l l i s t e n a o s e u d o h i r t i p e s k r o t o s e n s i s s s p . n . I 'Î) , M o r d e l l i s t e ­
na p s e u d o h i r t i p e s E r m i s c h (À2) 
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