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Abstract — Six species of Microlepidoptera are recorded from Hungary for the first time: Agna-
thosia mendicella ([Denis et Schiffermiiller], 1775) (Tineidae), Agonopterix cluniana Huemer et
Lvovsky, 2000 (Depressariidae), Aplota nigricans (Zeller, 1852) (Oecophoridae), Aristaea pavoniella
(Zeller, 1847) (Gracillariidae), Coleophora supinella Ortner, 1949 (Coleophoridae), Phyllonorycter
scabiosella (Douglas, 1853) (Gracillariidae). With 6 figures.
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INTRODUCTION

In 2013, I spent 92 nights with field collecting Lepidoptera in Hungary, and
sorted and identified another 1290 individual light trap catches. During the ex-
amination of this substantial amount of moth material six species were found to
be new for the fauna of Hungary.

Collecting moths by use of artificial light is duly considered as the most
widespread collecting method of our times. The species discussed below were all
caught at artificial light. The late Lészlé6 Gozmany (1921-2006), microlepidop-
terist and chief curator of the Lepidoptera collection of the Hungarian Natural
History Museum has authored most of the Microlepidoptera volumes of the se-
ries Magyarorszdg Allatvildga (Fauna Hungariae). Several species are mentioned
in brackets in these works, indicating that although no data were recorded from
the country at the time of publication, they had been detected in the neighbour-
ing countries. Four of the six species mentioned here as new for our fauna can be
found in his works.
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RESULTS

Tineidae

Agnathosia mendicella ([Denis et Schiffermiiller], 1775) (Fig. 1) — Sopron,
Uj-hegy, 6.V1.2011, 1 specimen, leg. B. Horvéth, coll. & det. Cs. Szaboky. — Lepi-
dopterist Bélint Horvath conducted bucket light trap samplings in oak forests
of different ages. I have been identifying the Microlepidoptera material from
these traps for two years. In the material caught at hill Uj-hegy near Sopron, I
found a for me unknown moth with a wingspan of 10 mm. After setting, the
moth was identified as Agnathosia mendicella ([Denis et Schiffermiiller], 1775).
Ignac Richter also confirmed my identification, and so the Hungarian fauna once
again gained one more species. The brackets on page 149 of GOzZMANY (1955)
should be deleted. The great variety of the wing pattern of this species is also
indicated by its numerous synonyms: Tinea populsatella Rebel, 1892, Tinea fla-
vimaculella Toll, 1942, Agnathosia austriacella Amsel, 1954. In Europe it is re-
corded from Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxemburg, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Sweden
and Switzerland (HANNEMANN 1977, KARSHOLT et al. 2013, KARSHOLT &
RAZOWSKI 1996). Its larvae are endophagous in various tinder fungi. The adults
fly in June-July. In the Hungarian checklist it should be placed after Stenoptinea
cyaneimarmorella (Milli¢re, 1854). Its proposed Hungarian name: taplémoly.

Fig. 1. Agnathosia mendicella ([ Denis et Schiffermiiller], 1775)
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Gracillariidae

Aristaea pavoniella (Zeller, 1847) (Fig. 2) — Paks, Usz6d Island, 12.VI1.2013,
1 specimen, leg., coll. & det. Cs. Szabdky. — The light trap at the side of the levee
along the Duna river near Uszéd Island at Paks has caught a moth, with a pattern
resembling Lithocolletinae. After setting, it proved to be Aristaea pavoniella, a
new member of the Hungarian fauna. The brackets on page 59 of GOzZMANY
(1956) should be deleted. According to the literature (Sz8cs 1977), in the au-
tumn its caterpillars create strongly upblown reddish-brown blotch mines on the
leaves of European Michaelmas-daisy, Aster amellus (csillag8szirdzsa). In Paks
there is no Aster amellus, so presumably it also mines in other species of 4ster. 15
m from the trap, a larger Aster salignus stock is growing. We could not find any
mines on the leaves of the plants. Accompanied by ranger Krisztidn Harmos on
25.X.2013 at Kozard (Cserhdt Mts) in the side of Majorsag Hills, a population
of hundreds of Aster amellus plants was searched. As a result, several dozens of
pavoniella mines were found. The wingspan of the moths is 9—11 mm. It has two
generations annually, with a flight period of May—June and August. In Europe
it is known from Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Russia, Slovakia,
Switzerland and Poland (KARSHOLT et al. 2013, KARSHOLT & RAZOWSKI
1996). In the Hungarian checklist is should be placed after Micrurapteryx kol-
lariella (Zeller, 1839). Its proposed Hungarian name: észirdzsa-hdlyagosmoly.

Fig. 2. Aristaea pavoniella (Zeller, 1847)
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Phyllonorycter scabiosella (Douglas, 1853) (Fig. 3) — Badacsony®rs, Folly
Botanical Garden 16.V.2009 (1 male), 26.V1.2009 (1 male), 17.VII1.2009 (1
male), 12.IX.2009 (1 male), 10.X.2009 (1 male), leg. & coll. Cs. Szabdky; Epol,
28.IX.2012 (1 male), leg., coll. & det. Cs. Szabdky. — I operated a light-trap
throughout a whole season in the Folly Botanical Garden of Badacsonyo6rs, with
the purpose of getting an idea of what pine-feeding Lepidoptera species might
be found there. While processing “saved-for-later” difficult material, I noticed a
relatively large (9—10 mm wingspan) Phyllonorycter species. After identification
it proved to be Phyllonorycter scabiosella, a species never recorded in Hungary
before. As a consequence, the brackets on page 40 of GozMANY (1956) should
be deleted. Based on literature data, its larvae feed on small scabious, Scabiosa
columbaria (galambszint 6rdogszem). Its two adult broods fly between May
and September. To our great surprise, the light trap operated on Epol (Gerecse
Mts) also collected one male. In Europe it is recorded from Austria, Czech
Republic, Germany, Great Britain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia
(south), Spain, Switzerland and Ukraine (KARSHOLT et al. 2013, KARSHOLT
& RAZOWSKI 1966). In the Hungarian checklists it should be placed after Ph.
emberizaepennella (Bouche, 1834). Its proposed Hungarian name: 6rdégszem-
sdtorosmoly.

Depressariidae

Agonopterix cluniana Huemer et Lvovsky, 2000 (Fig. 4) — Ocsa, 17.VI1.2012,
1 female, leg. & coll. Cs. Szabéky. — I realized more than a decade ago that a
new species similar to Agonopterix ocellana (Fabricius, 1775) had been described
from Austria. I have kept my eye on all the thought-to-be ocellana specimens. On
17th July 2012, I was collecting at light with lepidopterist Gergely Petranyi at the
Birding Camp of Ocsa. On this night I found a specimen similar to but smaller
than ocellana, with a wingspan of 17 mm. A successful identification was pos-
sible with the help of Ignac Richter. The dissected female specimen (GP 19976
IgR) proved to be Agonopterix cluniana, and as such is a new member of our fau-
na. The occurrence of this species in Hungary is a great surprise, as so far it was
considered to be endemic in the Austrian Alps (HUEMER & Lvovsky 2000). In
the Hungarian checklists (PASTORALIS 2011, SZABOKY et al. 2002) it should be
placed after Agonopterix ocellana. Its proposed Hungarian name: osztrak lapos-
moly.

Oecophoridae

Aplota nigricans (Zeller, 1852) (Fig. 5) — Vaszoly, Oreg-hegy, 5.V1.2013, 1
female, leg., coll. & det. Cs. Szabdky. — On Sth June 2013, I spent a night at my
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Fig. 3. Phyllonorycter scabiosella (Douglas, 1853)

regular sampling locality in the Balaton Uplands, the Oreg-hegy [Oreg Hill] of
Vaszoly, at the cottage of coleopterist Imre Retezar. Several hundreds of moths
arrived to the light of the 125 W Hgl lamp that night. Altogether 94 species of

Fig. 4. Agonopterix cluniana Huemer et Lvovsky, 2000

Folia ent. hung. 74, 2013



128 Szabdky Cs.

Lepidoptera were recorded, including such rarities as Amaurophanes stigmosalis
(Herrich-Schéffer, 1848) (Pyralidae). This is the second known locality for this
species in Hungary, and it is also worth mentioning that until now this species
was known to be active only at daytime. In the cavalcade of moths around the
light before dawn, I spotted a strange specimen similar to the males of Anarsia
lineatella Zeller 1839 (Gelechiidae), but having unusually long palpi. I could suc-
cessfully catch it from the ground sheet. After spreading I identified it as Aplota
nigricans, new for the fauna of Hungary. On page 102 of GozMANY (1958), it is
mentioned as Aplota kadeniella Herrich-Schiffer, 1851 — the brackets should be
deleted. The wingspan of the adults is 14-20 mm. The larvae feed on moss grow-
ing on various fruit and oak trees. The moth can be found up to 1000 m above sea
level (TOKAR et al. 2005). In Europe it is known from Austria, Czech Republic,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Macedonia, Poland, Romania,
Slovakia and Switzerland, (KARSHOLT et al. 2013, KARSHOLT & RAZOWSKI
1996). The search for further specimens on Oreg-hegy did not yield any further
specimens. In the vicinity of the sampling site, as a typical landscape element,
piles of stones gathered in times when there was viticultural activity at this area
provide habitat for several species of mosses. In the Hungarian checklists it
should be placed after Holoscolia huebneri Kogak, 1980. Its proposed Hungarian
name: szerecsendiszmoly.

Fig. 5. Aplota nigricans (Zeller, 1852)
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Coleophoridae

Coleophora supinella Ortner, 1949 (Fig. 6) — Bédvarékd, Esztramos, 4.VIL.2010,
1 female, leg. & coll. Cs. Szabdky, det. Ig. Richter; Epdl, Panorama street 6, 12.VI.
2010, 1 female, leg. & coll. Cs. Szabéky, det. Ig. Richter. — Accompanied by lepi-
dopterist Attila Takacs, I collected at the top of Esztramos Hill, at the eastern bor-
der of the Aggtelek National Park. A female specimen of Coleophora supinella (GP
20219 IgR, det. Ig. Richter), a species new to the fauna of Hungary turned up while
this material was processed. Somewhat later a female specimen was also caught in
Epol (Gerecse Mts) (GP 20086 IgR, det. Ig. Richter). The occurrence of this moth
is not unexpected, as it is known from the neighbouring Slovakia and Austria.
Further records include Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, Germany,
Italy and Spain (HANNEMANN 1977, KARSHOLT et al. 2013, KARSHOLT & Ra-
ZOWSKI 1996) The wingspan of the adults is 13 mm. In the Hungarian checklists
it should be placed after Coleophora glaseri Toll, 1961. Its proposed Hungarian
name: gomboszanét-zsakosmoly.

*
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Fig. 6. Coleophora supinella Ortner, 1949
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