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Dénes JANOSSY (1926-2005)

by

Mihdly GASPARIK

Prof. Dr. Dénes JANOSSY was one of the most pro-
minent scientists of the Hungarian and the international
Quaternary and Pliocene vertebrate palacontology. It is a
deep regret to all of us that he could not celebrate his
80th birthday. After a long and serious disease he died on
16" of August 2005.

He was born in Budapest as the son of Margit BOROS
and Dr. Dénes JANOSSY on 24% of March 1926. His
father was corresponding member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences and the former director of the
Hungarian National Archives.

From his early childhood, the voung Dénes JANOSSY
was interested in natural sciences and first of all in palac-
ontology. He started his studies in Budapest at the Pazmany
Péter University (now Eétvos Lorand University) in 1945,
In 1949 he graduated in narural history — chemistry and
afterwards in geology. He got his first job in the Hunga-
rian Natural History Museum as a preparator in 1946.
From 1951 he was employed here as a museologist. He
worked in the Department of Geology and Palacontology
of the HNHM altogether 50 vears because after his retire-
ment, from 1986 to 1996, he worked here as honorary
director. During these 50 years he was director of the
Department from 1970 to 1986 and, besides, he gave
lectures for geologist and archaeologist students at the

His all-round and charismatic personality is well illus-
trated by the fact that he was member of several Hun-
garian and international societies, e.g. Hungarian Geo-
logical Society, Hungarian Speleological Society, where
he was president between 1966 and 1980. Among the
numerous memberships perhaps the greatest pride of his
life was to be the founder president of the Hungarian
Ornithological Association of which he was president
between 1974 and 1990, and honorary president from
1990 until his death. In recognition of his work in the
field of ornithology and protection of birds he won the
“Pro Natura” prize in 1995,

Regarding Dénes JANOSSY’s scientific activity in palae-
ontology, his research field is well outlined: Pliocene and
Pleistocene mammals (mainly micromammals) and fossil
birds.

He collaborated with Liszl6 VERTES on archaeological
excavations in the fifties and he worked on Late Pleisto-
cene and Holocene vertebrate faunas. The most significant
was the description of the fauna from the Lambrecht
Kalman Cave (Btikk Mts, NE Hungary). He described the
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so-called “Hys#x horizon”™ and the “Varboian™ faunal
substage. In 1962 he defended his Ph.D. thesis on “The
lLate Pleistocene vertebrate fauna of the Lambrecht
Kilmian Cave and the problems of the Riss/Wiirm
interglacial”.

In the late fifties and in the beginning of the sixties he
worked on several other Early Pleistocene mammal faunas
(for example Petényi Cave, Subalyuk Cave etc.), but later
he started to take interest in the Middle Pleistocene verte-
brate faunas. This time interval and its fauna were hardly
known even in the international Quaternary vertebrate
palacontology. He performed excavations in NE Hungary,
in the Bikk Mts (Kovesvarad, Tarké rock shelter) and in
the Uppony Mts (Uppony rock shelter Ne 1). Among these
collections the most significant was the elaboration of the
fauna from the Tarkd rock shelter, because he described
several new species, among others Lagurus transiens (a
primitive steppe lemming species), which became a very
important index fossil in the early part of the Middle
Pleistocene. In 1968 he got the D. Sc. degree with his
work: “Stratigraphic studies on the Middle Pleistocene
vertebrate faunas of Europe™.

During the late sixties and mostly in the seventies
several excavations were carried out by him on the Oszt-
ramos (Esztramos) Hill in NE Hungary. From the karstic
fissures a very rich vertebrate material was collected. The
more than 20 localities represent a period extending from
the Middle Pliocene to the Middle Pleistocene. On the
basis of the faunas Dénes JANOSSY described the “Tor-
naian” faunal substage and he proposed the fauna of the
locality Ne 7 of Osztramos to be considered as the key to
the Pliocene/Pleistocene boundary faunas. From the loca-
lity Ne 3 he described a very strange and special new rodent,
Estramomys simplex.

Dénes JANOSSY carried out his last excavations in
South Hungary in the Villiny Mts from the middle of
seventies to the middle of eighties. From the classical
localities as Beremend, Csarnota, Villany and Nagyharsany-
hegy very rich and important vertebrate faunas have been
described by PETENYI, MEHELY, KORMOS and KRETZOL.
Dénes JANOSSY made excavations mainly at Villany
(locality Ne 4), at Beremend (locality no. 11, 15, 16, 17)
and on Somssich-hegy. At the locality of Somssich-hegy 2
he carried out excavations for several years, and separated
the collected faunas into more than 40 levels.

Beside what was mentioned above, he took part in
working up fossil collections from some foreign (mostly
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German) localities (e.g. Voigstedt, Weimar—Ehringsdorf,
Burgtonna, etc.), and he published several papers on bird
faunas from different localities of Hungary and foreign
countries (Romania, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Austria).
His monographic review papers on some groups of Pliocene
and Quaternary birds are also remarkable.

He summarized the most important results of his
researches in 1979 in a book (“A magyarorszagi pleisztocén
tagolisa gerinces faunak alapjan™), its English version
was published in 1986 under the title “Pleistocene
Vertebrate Faunas of Hungary”). Without any doubt

these two books are his most prominent and most
frequently cited works.

Dénes JANOSSY was among the greatest specialists of
Quaternary and late Tertiary micromammals and birds in
the second half of the 20" century. He was a treless
researcher both at the writing-desk and in the field. He
collected fossil vertebrates from more than 50 localities
and described more than 65 new raxa.

We will remember his enthusiasm in scientific research
and the benevolence and cordiality of his relationships
with all of his colleagues.
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Kandidarsi dolgozat, kézirat. (Candidate’s thesis, manuscript.),
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14, JANossy, D Neuere Angaben zur Kennmis der postglazialen und
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15, JANossy, D.: Steinadler (Aquila chrysactos L) und Bartgeier (Gy-
pacrus barbatus) aus dem Pleistozin Ungarns, — | ertebrata
Hungarica, 2(1): 133-136.

16, JANossy D.: Nacheiszeitliche Wandlungen der Kleinsiugerfauna Un-
garns, — Zoologischer AAnzeiger, 164: 115-121.

17, JANOssY D.: Wirbelterkleinfauna aus den Moustérien-Schichten der
Subalyuk-Hohle (Nordostungarn). — Mammralia Pleistocaenica I,
Supplemsent Anthrapos 1960: T1-76.

I8, JANOssY D. & ScuwiDt F. Extreme Varianten des My der Feld-
maus (Microtus arvalis PALL.) in Ungarn. — 1Vertebrata Humgarica,
2(1): 137-142.

19, JANOssY D. & TopAL GY.: Anhang: Faunistische Ergebnisse. — I
VERTES, L.: Die Wandgravierungen in the Hillebrand Jend-
Hohle. — Falia Archaeologica, 12: 12-14,

1961

20, JANossy D.: Fosszilis madirfauna a Subalyuk (Bikk-hegység)
jegkor rétegeibdl. (Eine fossile Vogelfauna aus den Moustérien-
Schichten der Subalyuk-Héhle im Bikk-Gebirge (Nordost-
ungam)), — Aguila, 67-68: 175-188.

21, JANOssy D.: Die Entwicklung der Kleinsiugerfauna Furopas im
Pleistozin (Insectivora, Rodenta, Lagomorpha). — Zeitsehnift fiir
Sangetierknde, 26(1): 1-64.
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22, JANossy D Vorldufige Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen in der Fels-
nische Rejrek 1. (Bukk-Gebirge, Gem. Répashura), — Karsgr- ¢
Barlangkatatas, 3: 49-58.

23, JANOsSY D Az els6 fosszilis vizilolelerek hazink pleisztocéniébol,
(Der erste Nachweis von Hippopotamus antiquus Desmarest,
1822 im ungarischen Almpleistozin (Budapest).) — Allattani
Kizlemények, 49: 6374, Plate 1-11.

24, JANOssy D.: Vorliufige Mitteilung tber die Mittelpleistozine Verte-
bratenfauna der Tarké-Felsnische (NO-Ungarn, Biikk-Gebirge).
— Annales histortco-naturales Musei nationalis hungaric 54: 155-176.
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JANOssY, D.: Nachweis einer jungmittelpleistozinen Kleinvertebra-
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JAaNossy, D.: Faunes et flores préhistoriques de I'Europe Occiden-
tale. — Faldtam Kagliny, 97(2): 235-236. (Konyvismertet6.) [Book
review.|
1968
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